
HMS moves to end limits on detention of migrant children 


By C. LONG and A. TAXIN 
Associated Press 
WASHINGTON (AP) — The 

Trump administration is 
moving to end an agree¬ 
ment limiting how long 
migrant children can be 
kept in detention, the presi¬ 
dent's latest effort to curb 
immigration at the Mexi¬ 
can border. 

A court fight is almost cer¬ 
tain to follow, challenging 
the attempt to hold mi¬ 
grant families until asylum 
cases are decided. 

A current settlement over¬ 
seen by the federal courts 
now requires the govern¬ 
ment to keep children in 
the least restrictive setting 
and to release them as 
quickly as possible, gener¬ 
ally after 20 days in deten¬ 
tion. 


Continued on Page 4 
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This is what 
“Never Again 
looks like. 


In this July 15,2019, file photo, protesters hold signs outside of the Homestead Temporary Shelter for Unaccompanied Children while 
members of Congress tour the facility in Homestead, Fla. 

Associated Press 
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Feds arrest former state police union leader and lobbyist 



This April 2,2018 photo shows Trooper Dana A. Pullman, president 
of the State Police Association of Massachusetts in Boston. 

Associated Press 


By PHILIP MARCELO 
Associated Press 
BOSTON (AP) — The former 
president of the Massa¬ 
chusetts State Police labor 
union and the union’s for¬ 
mer lobbyist were arrested 
Wednesday and charged 
with misusing union funds 
for their own personal gain. 
FBI and Internal Revenue 
Service agents arrested 
Dana Pullman, the former 
head of the State Police 
Association of Massachu¬ 
setts, and Anne Lynch, the 
union’s lobbyist, at their 
homes. 

Kristina O'Connell, who 
heads the IRS’s Criminal In¬ 
vestigation Division in Bos¬ 
ton, said Pullman treated 
the union account like 
his own “personal piggy 
bank.” 

Authorities say he charged 


at least $75,000 on the or¬ 
ganization’s debit card, 
including on extravagant 
meals in New York City and 
Boston, a Miami getaway 
and flowers and gifts. He 
put $21,371 down on a 
2017 Chevrolet Suburban, 


according to the criminal 
complaint. 

Authorities say the 57-year- 
old Worcester resident also 
received thousands of dol¬ 
lars in bribes and kickbacks 
from Lynch, a 68-year-old 
Hull resident, for steering 


lobbying work to her, and 
that the two were involved 
with others in a scheme to 
defraud at least two com¬ 
panies seeking to do busi¬ 
ness with the state. 
Pullman’s lawyer, Martin 
Weinberg, said his client 
strongly denies the charg¬ 
es and “never acted in a 
manner that compromised 
his loyalty to his union.” 
Lynch’s lawyer, Scott Lo¬ 
pez, says his client intends 
to vigorously fight the alle¬ 
gations. 

Lynch Associates, the lob¬ 
bying firm Anne Lynch 
founded, said in a state¬ 
ment she hasn't had own¬ 
ership interest in the firm 
since 2016 and that she'd 
served only a “limited num¬ 
ber” of clients until 2018. 
The firm declined to com¬ 
ment further. 


Pullman and Lynch made 
their initial appearance 
in Boston federal court 
Wednesday. Neither was 
required to enter a plea. 
Each was released on 
$25,000 bond. They both 
agreed to surrender their 
passports and restrict their 
travel to New England. 

They face wire fraud, con¬ 
spiracy and obstruction of 
justice charges and are ex¬ 
pected to be back in court 
next month. State Police 
and the labor union said 
they're cooperating with 
the federal probe. 

The union, which represents 
more than 1,500 rank-and- 
file officers, has also re¬ 
placed all its professional 
services providers and in¬ 
stituted new accounting, 
auditing and oversight 
proceduresO 
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Report shows U.S. deficit to 
exceed $1 trillion next year 



President Donald Trump waves to the crowd after arriving on 
Air Force One at Louisville International Airport in Louisville, Ky., 
Wednesday, Aug. 21, 2019. Trump is in town to speak at the 
American Veterans (AMVETS) 75th National Convention. 

Associated Press 


By KEVIN FREKING 
Associated Press 
WASHINGTON (AP) — The 

federal budget deficit is 
expected to balloon to 
more than $1 trillion in the 
next fiscal year under the 
first projections taking into 
account the big budget 
deal that President Don¬ 
ald Trump and Congress 
reached this summer, the 
Congressional Budget Of¬ 
fice reported Wednesday. 
The return of $1 trillion an¬ 
nual deficits comes despite 
Trump’s vow when running 
for office that he would not 
just balance the budget 
but pay down the entire 
national debt. 

“The nation’s fiscal outlook 
is challenging,” said Phil¬ 
lip Swagel, director of the 
nonpartisan CBO. “Federal 
debt, which is already high 
by historical standards, is on 
an unsustainable course.” 
The office upped this year's 
deficit projection by $63 
billion and the cumulative 
deficit projection for the 
next decade by $809 bil¬ 
lion. The higher deficit pro¬ 
jections come even as the 
CBO reduced its estimate 
for interest rates, which 
lowers borrowing costs, 
and as it raised projections 
for economic growth in the 
near term. 

The number crunchers at 
CBO projected that the 
deficit for the current fiscal 
year will come to $960 bil¬ 
lion. In the next fiscal year, 
which begins Oct 1, it will 
exceed $1 trillion. 

The CBO said the budget 
deal signed into law ear¬ 
lier this month, which took 


away the prospect of a 
government shutdown in 
October and the threat of 
deep automatic spend¬ 
ing cuts, would boost 
deficits by $1.7 trillion over 
the coming decade. In¬ 
creased spending on disas¬ 
ter relief and border secu¬ 
rity would add $255 billion. 
Downward revisions to the 
forecast for interest rates 
will help the picture, trim¬ 
ming $1.4 trillion. 

Swagel said the federal 
debt will rise even higher 
after the coming decade 
because of the nation's 
aging population and 
higher spending on health 
care. 

To put the country on sus¬ 
tainable footing, Swagel 
said, lawmakers will have 
to increase taxes, cut 
spending or combine the 
two approaches. 

The CBO projects that 
the economy will expand 
more slowly, from 2.3% this 
year to 1.8% on average 
in the next four years. The 
assumption reflects slower 
growth in consumer spend¬ 
ing and government pur¬ 
chases, as well as the ef¬ 
fect of trade policies on 
business investment. 

It also projects the unem¬ 
ployment rate will remain 
close to its current level of 
3.7% through the end of 
2020 and then rises to 4.6% 
by the end of 2023. 

The CBO's estimate is the 
first to reflect the hard-won 
budget and debt deal 
signed into law earlier this 
month. 

“The recent budget deal 
was a budget buster, and 


now we have further proof. 
Both parties took an al¬ 
ready unsustainable situ¬ 
ation and made it much 
worse,” said Maya Mac- 
Guineas, president of the 
private Committee for a 
Responsible Federal Bud¬ 
get. MacGuineas said law¬ 
makers should ensure the 
legislation they enact is 
paid for and redouble ef¬ 
forts to control the growth 
in health care costs and 
restore the solvency of the 
Social Security program. 


Her organization is focused 
on educating the public on 


issues with significant fiscal 
policy impact.Q 
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HMS moves to end limits on detention of migrant children 



ICE detainees are searched before boarding a Swift Air flight on Tuesday, Aug. 20, 2019 at 
McCormick Air Center in Yakima, Wash. 

Associated Press 


Continued from Front 

Homeland Security officials 
say fhey are adopting their 
own regulations that reflect 
the “Flores agreement,” 
which has been in effect 
since 1997. They say there 
is no longer a need for the 
court involvement, which 
was only meant to be tem¬ 
porary. But the new rules 
would allow the govern¬ 
ment to hold families in de¬ 
tention much longer than 
20 days. 

Tightening immigration is a 
signature issue for President 
Donald Trump, aimed at re¬ 
stricting the movement of 
asylum seekers in the coun¬ 
try and deterring more mi¬ 
grants from crossing the 
border. 

The move by the adminis¬ 
tration immediately gen¬ 
erated fresh outrage, fol¬ 
lowing reports of dire con¬ 
ditions in detention facili¬ 
ties, and it is questionable 
whether courts will let the 
administration move for¬ 
ward with the policy. 

Trump defended it, saying, 
“I'm the one that kept the 
families together." 

The Mexican government 
expressed concern over 
the prospect of prolonged 
detention of migrant chil¬ 
dren in the U.S. In a state¬ 
ment from the Foreign Re¬ 
lations Department, Mex¬ 
ico said it would monitor 
conditions at U.S. detention 
centers and continue to of¬ 
fer consular services to any 
Mexican families that may 
be held under the new 
conditions. It also said that 
it would keep an eye on 
possible court challenges 
and that “the appropriate 
legal alternatives will be 
evaluated.” 

In the U.S., immigrant advo¬ 
cates and Democrats de¬ 
cried the new regulations, 
saying prolonged deten¬ 
tion would traumatize im¬ 
migrant children. 


“The administration is seek¬ 
ing to codify child abuse, 
plain and simple,” House 
Speaker Nancy Pelosi, D- 
Calif., said in a statement. 
Peter Schey, a lawyer for 
the immigrant children in 
the Flores case and presi¬ 
dent of the Center for 
Human Rights and Con¬ 
stitutional Law, said if the 
regulations don’t match 
the settlement in that case, 
“they would be in immedi¬ 
ate material breach, if not 
contempt of court.” 

Acting Homeland Security 
Secretary Kevin McAleen- 
an said Wednesday the 
regulations create higher 
standards to govern family 
detention facilities. The fa¬ 
cilities will be regularly au¬ 
dited, and the audits made 
public. The regulations are 
expected to be formally 
published Friday and go 
into effect in 60 days ab¬ 
sent legal challenges. 

Holly Cooper, co-director 
of the immigration law clin¬ 
ic at University of California, 
Davis and a lawyer in the 
Flores case, said attorneys 
haven’t seen the final rule 
and will have a week to 
brief a federal judge, who 
will weigh whether they are 
consistent with the settle¬ 
ment. 

The government’s pro¬ 
posed rule, she said, 
wouldn’t have let lawyers 
monitorconditionsin border 
facilities and would have 
dramatically changed how 
long children could be de¬ 
tained and the standards 
for their care. 

“We're going to have a 
world that looks a lot like 
the internment of families 
and children, where we 
have basically regularized 
prison as a default for fami¬ 
lies seeking political asylum 
in this country," she told re¬ 
porters. 

The rule follows moves last 
week to broaden the defi¬ 
nition of a “public charge” 


to include immigrants on 
public assistance, poten¬ 
tially denying green cards 
to more immigrants. There 
was also a recent effort to 
effectively end asylum al¬ 
together at the southern 
border. 

There has been a drastic 
increase in the number of 
families crossing the border 
— about 475,000 so far this 
budget year, nearly three 
times the previous full-year 
record for families. Most are 
released into the U.S. while 
their asylum requests wind 
through the courts — a 
practice Trump has derid¬ 
ed as “catch-and-release.” 
The Flores agreement has 
been in effect since 1997 
but mostly was applied to 
children who came to the 
country alone. In 2015, U.S. 
District Court Judge Dolly 
Gee ruled the require¬ 
ments were applicable to 
children who crossed the 
border with families, after 
the Obama administration 
built family detention cen¬ 
ters and started detaining 
families until their cases 


were completed. 
Homeland Security did not 
say how long it expects 
families to be kept, but 
McAleenan said under the 
previous administration it 
was about 50 days. 

He said, “The intent is for 
a fair and expeditious pro¬ 
ceeding.” 


Asylum cases involving de¬ 
tained families move much 
more quickly than cases 
for families released, tak¬ 
ing months instead of years 
to resolve, in part because 
there are none of the de¬ 
lays that result when immi¬ 
grants fail to show up for 
hearings.^ 
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Sheriff in conservative county defends free press 


By ANDREW SELSKY 
Associated Press 
SALEM, Ore. (AP) — Jour¬ 
nalists are defending a 
small newspaper after a 
county attorney asked the 
sheriff to investigate wheth¬ 
er a reporter broke the law 
by trying repeatedly to get 
comments from an official 
for a story. 

Staffers at the Malheur En¬ 
terprise, a weekly newspa¬ 
per in the remote town of 
Vale, said they were just 
doing their job. “We're not 
going to be bullied,” said 
editor Les Zaitz. 

Brian Wolfe, the sheriff of 
deeply conservative Mal¬ 
heur County, said Wednes¬ 
day an inquiry determined 
no laws had been broken. 
“As an elected sheriff, we 
will always respect the con¬ 
stitutional rights of anybody 
and everybody. We do 
believe in freedom of the 
press and free speech that 
we believe are our rights 
given by the Constitution 
of the United States,” Wolfe 
said. 

The newspaper had been 
investigating why a car 
wash did not receive a five- 
year exemption from local 
property taxes that was al¬ 
legedly promised. Bluebird 
Express Car Wash built a 
$4.5 million installation in 
the town of Ontario after it 
understood it received the 
exemption, representing 
about $335,000, the news¬ 
paper reported. 

Greg Smith, the director 
for economic develop¬ 
ment for Malheur County 
- a stretch of high desert 
almost twice the size of 
Connecticut -- is respon¬ 
sible for determining and 
negotiating property tax 
exemptions. Malheur Enter¬ 
prise reporter Pat Caldwell 
sought several times to get 
comment from Smith, who 
is also a Republican mem¬ 
ber of the state Legislature. 
“This is an effort to get ac¬ 
curate information,” said 
Zaitz, a former investiga¬ 
tive reporter with the Or¬ 
egonian newspaper and a 
two-time Pulitzer Prize final¬ 
ist. “The public is entitled to 
that information -- not only 
entitled to that information, 
it deserves it.” 

Smith responded only af¬ 
ter the story was published 


on Aug. 14 with the head¬ 
line “Malheur County lured 
company to Ontario with 
tax break promise, then 
doesn’t deliver.” 

In a statement that the 
newspaper published on¬ 
line, Smith said no “pre¬ 
application” for a property 
tax exemption had been 
approved or signed. 

“Over the last six months, 
me and my staff have 
been subjected to endless 
phone calls, hostile emails 
at all hours of the day and 
unwelcome office visits,” 
Smith asserted. 

Zaitz said Caldwell sent two 
emails to Smith during busi¬ 
ness hours seeking com¬ 
ment. Zaitz said he felt it was 
his duty to email Smith on 
Saturday to provide every 
opportunity to comment 
before the newspaper 
went to press. Located in a 
small Old West-style build¬ 
ing, the weekly publishes 
1,400 copies, with addi¬ 
tional paid online subscrib¬ 
ers. The county has 31,000 
residents, with almost 10 
times as many cattle, and 
is heavily Republican. 
County Counsel Stephanie 
Williams asked the sheriff 
to determine if emails and 
calls to county economic 
development officials con¬ 
stituted a crime. 

“We looked at harassment, 
telephonic harassment - 
really neither one comes 
close in this situation,” 
Wolfe said. 

The reactions to the in¬ 
vestigation request varied 
widely. 

One person told Wolfe that 
if he jailed the journalists, he 
would deserve to be voted 
out of office. Another per¬ 
son left a voicemail saying 
the press reports fake news 
and the sheriff should do 
whatever he wants with 
the journalists. 

The Oregon chapter of 
the Society of Professional 
Journalists issued a state¬ 
ment rebuking county offi¬ 
cials for asking the sheriff to 
investigate. 

“Journalists doggedly pur¬ 
sue the stories they’re work¬ 
ing on to inform the public 
and their readership of 
what is important to their 
communities,” said Aman¬ 
da Waldroupe, president 
of Oregon SPJ.Q 



In this Monday, April 16, 2018, photo shows The Malheur Enterprise, a small weekly newspaper 
located in the agricultural town of Vale, east of Ontario, Ore. 

Associated Press 
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Must West Virginia governor live in capital? Suit continues 


By ANTHONY IZAGUIRRE 
Associated Press 
CHARLESTON, W.Va. (AP) — 

Can a governor be forced 
to live in the state capital? 
A lawsuit seeking to do just 
that with West Virginia Gov. 
Jim Justice was back in 
court Wednesday. 

The Republican billionaire 
has been frequently criti¬ 
cized by members of both 
major parties for being ab¬ 
sent from the Charleston 
statehouse as his business 
empire of more than 100 
companies bogs down in 
litigation. But perhaps the 
most forceful condemna¬ 
tion has come from a Dem¬ 
ocratic lawmaker whose 
lawsuits have accused 
Justice of violating a pas¬ 
sage of the state Constitu¬ 
tion that says the governor 
“shall reside at the seat of 
government." 

The result has been a legal 
back and forth centered 
on the definition of the 
word “reside.” There are 
also issues on the authority 
— and even the ability — 
of the courts to chaperone 
the whereabouts of the 
state's chief executive. 
Wednesday’s hearing re¬ 
hashed those questions, 
including some previously 
posed by the governor's 
lawyers: “Is he ‘residing’ 
in Charleston if he sleeps 
there but departs in the 
morning and spends his 
waking hours elsewhere? 
Conversely, is he ‘residing’ 
in Charleston if he spends 
some portion of his waking 
hours there but sleeps else¬ 
where?" 

After brief discussion, a cir¬ 
cuit court judge extended 
the case by requesting 
more documents from Jus¬ 
tice’s legal team and Del. 
Isaac Sponaugle, who filed 
the suit. 

Justice, whose estimated 
net worth totals about $1.5 
billion, has said the case 
“is a total waste of time." 
His general counsel, Brian 


This photo shows the West Virginia governor’s mansion on Wednesday, Aug. 21, 2019, in Charleston, 


Abraham, echoed those 
thoughts Wednesday. 

“This lawsuit is a frivolous 
political stunt designed to 
distract from the impor¬ 
tant work that needs to be 
done for the state," Abra¬ 
ham said in a statement. 
But the housing issue is only 
the latest legal drama en¬ 
veloping a governor whose 
diverse business portfolio of 
coal and agricultural inter¬ 
ests have been the subject 
of multiple lawsuits over un¬ 
paid debts and safety fines. 
He has said he’s handed 
off management of his 
businesses to family mem¬ 
bers, but hasn’t put all his 
companies in blind trusts. 
The trail of lawsuits have 
led to fractures within his 
own party, with one rank¬ 
ing Senate Republican 
calling for Justice to resign 
in a newspaper piece titled 
“Jim Justice is Neither Dem¬ 
ocrat nor Republican - He's 


a Narcissistic Opportunist.” 
When the governor finally 
released his daily sched¬ 
ule to The Associated Press 
in compliance with the 
state's open records law, 
it showed he’s rarely been 
at the statehouse, almost 
never meets with his Cabi¬ 
net and was largely miss¬ 
ing at a critical point in this 
year’s legislative session. 
He and his general counsel 
said the calendar doesn't 
accurately reflect his work 
as governor. 

Whatever the merits of this 
case, records obtained by 
The AP show it has cost the 
state about $20,000 for a 
private law firm to repre¬ 
sent Justice. 

The governor also has 
beefed up his legal team, 
recently hiring George Ter- 
williger, a U.S. Department 
of Justice veteran who 
previously served as acting 
attorney general and now 
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leads a “crisis manage¬ 
ment” team at a Washing¬ 
ton, D.C., firm. 

Justice has acknowledged 
he lives in Lewisburg, a 
city about 100 miles (160 
kilometers) from the gov¬ 
ernor's mansion in Charles¬ 
ton but not far from The 
Greenbrier, the lavish resort 
he owns that hosts a PGA 
tour and has been the site 
of an annual congressional 
getaway. His official state 
website also says he lives in 
Lewisburg. 

“You can have more than 
one residence, and he re¬ 
sides in the capital and he 
resides wherever he choos¬ 
es on a nightly basis. But 
the fact remains he contin¬ 
ues to perform the duties as 
governor in his discretion, 
and he resides as the Con¬ 
stitution requires in Charles¬ 
ton,” Justice attorney Mi¬ 
chael Carey said after the 
hearing. 

The official governor's man¬ 
sion in Charleston is a three- 
story Georgian Colonial of 
red brick, with Corinthian 
columns, a ballroom, library 
and private quarters for the 
governor. 

It is beside the state Capi¬ 
tol building and across 
from the Kanawha River. 


W.Va. 

Associated Press 

Justice’s modest four-bed¬ 
room personal home sits on 
less than an acre of land 
off a tiny two-lane road in 
rural Lewisburg, according 
to state real estate records 
that value the property at 
$334,500. 

Justice won office as a 
Democrat in 2016 but an¬ 
nounced he was switch¬ 
ing parties at a Trump rally 
the following year. He’s 
since clung tightly to the 
president during policy de¬ 
bates, proclaiming he’d al¬ 
ways have Trump's backing 
since he and the president 
are “bound at the hip." 
Current and former Trump 
aides are leading Justice's 
reelection campaign. 
Sponaugle said the gover¬ 
nor should have to comply 
with the state Constitution 
and live in the capital. 

He also wants the gover¬ 
nor to turn over documents 
such as tax returns, security 
logs, expenses and other 
records that would pro¬ 
vide details on Justice's 
location. His two previous 
attempts at the suit were 
thrown out. 

“All I’m asking for the man 
to do is follow the Constitu¬ 
tion and he has the inability 
to do that,” he said.Q 
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Epstein may have 
gamed the system 
from beyond the grave 


By CURT ANDERSON 
AP Legal Affairs Writer 
FORT LAUDERDALE, Fla. (AP) 

— The will that Jeffrey Ep¬ 
stein signed just two days 
before his jailhouse suicide 
puts more than $577 million 
in assets into a trust fund 
that could make it more 
difficult for his dozens of ac¬ 
cusers to collect damages. 
Estate lawyers and other 
experts say prying open the 
trust and dividing up the fi¬ 
nancier's riches is not going 
to be easy and could take 
years. 

“This is the last act of Ep¬ 
stein's manipulation of the 
system, even in death,” 
said attorney Jennifer Free¬ 
man, who represents child 
sex abuse victims. 

Epstein, 66, killed himself 
Aug. 10 in New York while 
awaiting trial on federal 
sex trafficking charges. The 
discovery of the will with its 
newly created 1953 Trust, 
named after the year of 
his birth, instantly raised 
suspicions he did it to hide 
money from the many 
women who say he sexual¬ 
ly abused them when they 
were teenagers. 

By putting his fortune in 
a trust, he shrouded from 
public view the identities of 
the beneficiaries, whether 
they be individuals, organi¬ 
zations or other entities. For 
the women trying to collect 
from his estate, the first or¬ 
der of business will be per¬ 
suading a judge to pierce 
that veil and release the 


details. 

From there, the women will 
have to follow the course 
they would have had to 
pursue even if Epstein had 
not created a trust: con¬ 
vince the judge that they 
are entitled to compensa¬ 
tion as victims of sex crimes. 
The judge would have to 
decide how much they 
should get and whether to 
reduce the amounts given 
to Epstein’s named benefi¬ 
ciaries, who would also be 
given their say in court. 
“Wealthy people typi¬ 
cally attempt to hide as¬ 
sets in trusts or other legal 
schemes. I believe the 
court and his administra¬ 
tors will want to do right 
by Epstein’s victims, and if 
not, we will fight for the jus¬ 
tice that is long overdue to 
them," attorney Lisa Bloom, 
who represents several Ep¬ 
stein accusers, said in an 
email. 

She said attorneys for the 
women will go after Ep¬ 
stein’s estate in the U.S. 
Virgin Islands, where the 
will was filed and where he 
owned two islands. 

Bloom said it was “gross 
negligence” on the part 
of Epstein’s lawyers and 
jail personnel to allow him 
to sign a new will, given 
that he had apparently 
attempted suicide a short 
time before. Bloom called 
a will “a classic sign of im¬ 
pending suicide for a pris¬ 
oner.” 

The lawyers who handled 






This March 28, 2017, file photo, provided by the New York State 
Sex Offender Registry, shows Jeffrey Epstein. 

Associated Press 
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the will have not returned 
calls for comment. 

The assets listed in the 20- 
page document include 
more than $56 million in 
cash; properties in New 
York, Florida, Paris, New 
Mexico and the Virgin Is¬ 
lands; $18.5 million in ve¬ 
hicles, aircraft and boats; 
and art and collectibles 
that will have to be ap¬ 
praised. 

Typically in any case, trust 
or not, there is a pecking 
order of entities that line 
up to get a share of an es¬ 
tate, said Stephen K. Urice, 
a law professor at the Uni¬ 
versity of Miami. First in line 
would be the government 
— in Epstein's case, several 
governments — which will 
collect any taxes owed on 
his properties and on his es¬ 
tate itself. 

Next would be any other 
creditor to whom Epstein 
owed money, such as a 
bank or mortgage com¬ 
pany. 

Lawsuits against the estate 
by victims would come into 


play somewhere after that. 
Epstein’s only known rela¬ 
tive is a brother, Mark Ep¬ 
stein, who has not respond¬ 
ed to requests for com¬ 
ment. It is unclear whether 
he was named a benefi¬ 
ciary. 

One ofher possibility is that 
the U.S. government will 
seek civil forfeiture of Ep- 
sfein’s properties or other 
assets on the grounds that 
they were used for crimi¬ 
nal purposes. Government 
lawyers would have to pro¬ 
duce strong evidence of 
that at a trial-like proceed¬ 
ing. 

If they prevailed, they 
would be able to seize the 
properties, sell them and 
distribute the proceeds to 
victims. 

“The fact that there is a will 
should not stop them,” said 
Cheryl Bader, a professor 
at the Fordham University 
School of Law. 

Federal prosecutors de¬ 
clined to comment on the 
possibility of a forfeiture 
action. □ 



State officials sue EPA, seeking more Hudson River cleanup 


ALBANY, N.Y. (AP) — New 

York officials who are push¬ 
ing for additional cleanup 
of the Hudson River fol¬ 
lowed through Wednesday 
on their promise of a law¬ 
suit against the U.S. Environ¬ 
mental Protection Agency. 
The federal lawsuit seeks 
to vacate the EPA’s deci¬ 
sion in April not to compel 
General Electric Co. to 
restart dredging for poly¬ 
chlorinated biphenyls from 
the upper river. Agency of- 

In this May 7, 2015 file photo, crews perform dredging work ficials had said more time 
along the upper Hudson River in Waterford, N.Y. and testing are needed to 

Associated Press fully assess the $1.7 billion 



Superfund cleanup. Gov. 
Andrew Cuomo and Attor¬ 
ney General Letitia James, 
both Democrats, said they 
bought the lawsuit be¬ 
cause PCB contamination 
in the river and its fish re¬ 
main unacceptably high. 
They argue that the “certifi¬ 
cate of completion” issued 
to GE by the EPA in April 
was unlawful because the 
agency failed to ensure 
the cleanup would assure 
the protection of human 
health and the environ¬ 
ment. They want the certifi¬ 
cate voided. □ 
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Germany’s Merkel dangles possibility of negotiated Brexit 



Germany's Chancellor Angela Merkel and British Prime Minister Boris Johnson attend a joint press 
conference, in Berlin, Wednesday, Aug. 21, 2019. 


By FRANK JORDANS 
Associated Press 
BERLIN (AP) — German 
Chancellor Angela Merkel 
raised the possibility that a 
negotiated departure for 
Britain from the European 
Union might still be possible 
even as the clock is ticking 
on a deal that would satisfy 
both sides. 

Speaking Wednesday 
alongside U.K. Prime Minis¬ 
ter Boris Johnson before the 
two leaders held bilateral 
talks in Berlin, Merkel indi¬ 
cated that a solution for 
the contentious Irish border 
issue might yet be reached 
before the Brexit date of 
Oct. 31. 

“(We) might be able to find 
it in the next 30 days, why 
not?" Merkel told reporters. 
Her comments marked a 
departure from the pes¬ 
simism that's prevailed on 
both sides of the English 
Channel in recent months. 
The EU has ruled out rene¬ 
gotiating the Brexit agree¬ 
ment hammered out with 
Britain last year. Johnson, 
for his part, says he will take 
Britain out of the bloc at 
the end of October without 
a deal unless the EU scraps 
the contentious backstop 
clause designed to prevent 
customs checkpoints along 
the Irish border. 

Johnson, on his first visit to 
Germany since becoming 
prime minister last month, 


welcomed the “blister¬ 
ing timetable of 30 days” 
Merkel suggested, but ap¬ 
peared to acknowledge 
that the ball is now in Brit¬ 
ain’s court to avert an eco¬ 
nomically devastating no¬ 
deal Brexit by proposing a 
viable solution to the Irish 
border issue. 

“There are abundant solu¬ 
tions which are proffered, 
which have already been 
discussed,” Johnson said, 
without elaborating. “I 
don’t think, to be fair, they 
have so far been very ac¬ 


tively proposed over the 
last three years by the Brit¬ 
ish government.” 

“You rightly say the onus is 
on us to produce those so¬ 
lutions, those ideas, to show 
how we can address the 
issue of the Northern Irish 
border and that is what we 
want to do," he said. 
Johnson had insisted Mon¬ 
day that the Irish border 
backstop clause must be 
scrapped and replaced 
with “alternative arrange¬ 
ments” to regulate cross- 
border trade. 


Associated Press 

The EU says the backstop 
is merely an insurance pol¬ 
icy meant to avoid check¬ 
points between Ireland and 
Northern Ireland, which 
were a flashpoint for sec¬ 
tarian violence in the past, 
and won't be needed if 
other solutions are found 
for goods moving across 
the border. 

The backstop was part of 
the withdrawal agreement 
former British Prime Minister 
Theresa May negotiated 
with the EU, but it was re¬ 
jected by the U.K. Parlia¬ 


ment three times. John¬ 
son's stance, that Britain will 
leave the EU with or without 
a deal, has alienated many 
in Europe. 

The EU’s agriculture chief 
warned that if Britain crash¬ 
es out without a deal on 
Oct. 31, it would create 
a “foul atmosphere” that 
would spill over into any 
negotiations on a future 
trade deal between the 
two sides. 

Speaking in his native Ire¬ 
land, EU Farm Commission 
Phil Hogan said the remain¬ 
ing 27 countries would “ 
hold the line” and had 
made “detailed contin¬ 
gency plans for every out¬ 
come,” echoing the view 
of many on the continent 
that a no-deal Brexit is now 
the most likely outcome. 
“Contrary to what the UK 
government may wish, the 
EU will not buckle,” he in¬ 
sisted. German President 
Frank-Walter Steinmeier 
went so far Wednesday 
as to question whether 
Johnson was serious about 
seeking new Brexit talks or 
whether he was planning to 
blame the EU if they failed. 
Yet Johnson appeared 
emboldened Wednesday 
as he and Merkel faced re¬ 
porters before holding talks 
over dinner — where tuna 
tartare, saddle of venison 
and chocolate tarte were 
on the menu. □ 


Iceland’s leader won’t be around to welcome Pence 



In this Monday, March 19, 2018 file photo. Prime Minister of 
Iceland Katrin Jakobsdottir attends a press statement in Berlin, 
Germany. 


By EGILL BJARNASON 
Associated Press 
REYKJAVIK, Iceland (AP) 

— Iceland’s leader has an¬ 
nounced that she will skip 
U.S. Vice President Mike 
Pence’s visit to her Nordic 
nation, opting instead to 
keep “prior commitments” 
by attending a trade union 
conference in Sweden. 
Prime Minister Katrin Ja¬ 
kobsdottir said that she’s 
planned for months to give 
the keynote speech for the 
Council of Nordic Trade 
Unions' annual meeting in 
Malmo, Sweden, on Sept. 3 

— the day before Pence’s 
arrival. She has no plans to 
return the following day for 
his visit. 

“This visit, that was orga¬ 
nized by the Ministry for 


Foreign Affairs, has been 
bouncing a lot around 
the calendar so that it has 
been very difficult to orga¬ 
nize oneself around it,” she 


Associated Press 

told Icelandic broadcaster 
RUV on Tuesday. Her of¬ 
fice Wednesday confirmed 
that she had not changed 
her mind. 


She also underscored that 
the arrangement was “ab¬ 
solutely not" about snub¬ 
bing the Trump adminis¬ 
tration and that she had 
earlier this year met with 
U.S. Secretary of State Mike 
Pompeo. The decision was 
made before President 
Donald Trump announced 
that he would cancel a visit 
to another Nordic nation, 
Denmark. 

Pence is expected to dis¬ 
cuss Iceland's strategic im¬ 
portance in the Arctic and 
NATO's efforts to counter 
Russia in the region. In 
July, the United States an¬ 
nounced it would invest 
$57 million on military in¬ 
frastructure near Iceland’s 
capital Reykjavik. 

“This is unprecedented for 


an Icelandic prime minis¬ 
ter," historian Thor White- 
head told The Associated 
Press. “I doubt any other 
Western leader would de¬ 
cide to address a friendly 
conference abroad in¬ 
stead of welcoming a ma¬ 
jor foreign ally.” 

The office of prime minister 
holds the highest authority 
in Iceland, where the presi¬ 
dency is a symbolic position 
without much formal pow¬ 
er. Since taking office, Ja¬ 
kobsdottir has spearhead¬ 
ed progressive policies on 
abortion rights, LGBT rights 
and climate change. Ac¬ 
tivists including members of 
her own Left Green Party 
have protested Pence’s 
visit, calling it “disrespect¬ 
ful” to minorities. □ 
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EU to move evacuated migrants from Italy; 350 still at sea 



The Open Arms rescue ship arrives on the Sicilian island of Lampedusa, southern Italy, Tuesday, 
Aug. 20, 2019. 

Associated Press 


By COLLEEN BARRY 
ARITZ PARRA 
Associated Press 
MADRID (AP) — The first 
steps to relocate migrants 
who were kept at sea by 
Italy for nearly three weeks 
began on Wednesday as 
a new crisis loomed with 
more than 350 rescued 
people still on board a res¬ 
cue ship in high seas. 

The Ocean Viking, which 
is operated by the Doctors 
without Borders and SOS 
Mediterranee aid groups, 
has been on standby since 
it completed rescues of 356 
men, women and children 
in the central Mediterra¬ 
nean Sea nine days ago. 
The ship is currently in inter¬ 
national waters, about 32 
nautical miles from Europe¬ 
an shores between Malta 
and the Italian island of Li- 
nosa. Both countries have 
refused it permission to dis¬ 
embark. 

The situation aboard the 
ship was under control, but 
SOS Mediterranee said that 
people are sleeping on the 
floor, with few showers and 
a limited water capacity. 
“These people have suf¬ 
fered enormously, most of 
them have gone through 
detention centers in Libya,” 
the group said on Twitter. 
“They need to disembark 
as soon as possible.” 

France has pledged to 
take some of the migrants, 
repeating the model of 
an agreement earlier this 
week for some European 
Union members to accept 
a separate group rescued 
by the Open Arms, a vessel 
run by a Spanish aid group. 
European countries have 
been at odds over how to 
handle the steady flow of 


economic migrants and 
asylum seekers who take 
the perilous journey across 
the Mediterranean, often 
putting themselves in the 
hands of trafficking mafias. 
Despite the number of sea 
arrivals dropping sharply 
from 2015, Italy's hard-line 
interior minister has be¬ 
come a symbol for Europe¬ 
ans who reject migration. 
Matteo Salvini has closed 
his country’s ports to hu¬ 
manitarian boats and has 
accused them of colluding 
with human traffickers. 

That has boosted Salvini’s 
popularity at home, em¬ 
boldening him to pull the 
plug on the uneasy gov¬ 
erning coalition in a bid 
for new elections. More 
broadly, it has exposed the 
EU's disunity in dealing with 
the sea arrivals of migrants. 
On Wednesday, Doctors 
without Borders and Am¬ 


nesty International sepa¬ 
rately called on Europe to 
urgently find a solution to 
the repeated stand-offs 
with humanitarian rescue 
ships. 

The crisis is “a result of the 
fracas of European migra¬ 
tory policies, said Maribel 
Tellado, campaign director 
for Amnesty International 
Spain. An Italian prosecutor 
is now probing possible kid¬ 
napping and other charg¬ 
es over Salvini’s refusal to 
allow dozens of migrants to 
get off the Open Arms, as 
well as the failure of officials 
to assign a safe port and 
provide hygienic condi¬ 
tions and health care once 
the boat was in Italian wa¬ 
ters. 

The aid group had repeat¬ 
edly warned of an emer¬ 
gency situation on board, 
which resulted in the evac¬ 
uation of nearly 70 of the 


163 people it had rescued. 
After 19 days at sea, most 
of them at a short distance 
from the shores of Lampe¬ 
dusa, Sicilian prosecutor 
Luigi Patronaggio ordered 
the seizure of the ship late 
Tuesday, as well as the im¬ 
mediate evacuation of its 
83 remaining passengers. 
Salvini, who has staved off 
previous similar investiga¬ 
tions, had refused to open 
the port of Italy’s south¬ 
ernmost island even after 
Spain, Portugal, Germany, 
France and Luxembourg 
agreed to take the mi¬ 
grants. 

The EU’s executive branch 
said Wednesday that it 
would supervise the reloca¬ 
tions. The EU’s border and 
asylum agencies are also 
in charge of pre-screening 
them to begin establishing 
whether they are eligible 
for international protection. 


The migrants had under¬ 
gone medical screenings 
before being transported to 
a temporary facility known 
as a “hotspot,” where they 
are typically identified. 
None had serious health is¬ 
sues, Italian news agency 
ANSA reported. 

Meanwhile, the boat that 
brought them ashore ar¬ 
rived at the port of Em- 
pedocle, in Sicily, following 
orders of the prosecutor, 
said the Open Arms’ head 
of mission, Riccardo Gati. 
Gati said the aid group 
would cooperate with the 
Italian judicial probe to find 
“those responsible for cre¬ 
ating psychological suffer¬ 
ing that has forced people 
to take extreme measures" 
that include suicide at¬ 
tempts and desperate ef¬ 
forts to reach shore. On 
Tuesday, a dozen migrants 
jumped overboard trying 
to swim to Lampedusa be¬ 
fore they were plucked by 
the Italian Coast Guard. 
Spanish Deputy Prime Minis¬ 
ter Carmen Calvo said that 
a navy ship dispatched 
to the area will stay close 
to Lampedusa ready to 
take the country's agreed 
shared of migrants. She 
didn’t specify how many. 
France says it will take 40 
migrants and Portugal has 
pledged to take in 10. 

The Spanish government 
has threatened Open Arms 
with fines of up to 900,000 
euros (nearly $1 million) if it 
actively conducts “search 
and rescue” operations. 

But vowing to return to the 
Central Mediterranean as 
soon as the Open Arms is 
released, Gati said that 
rescuing people in need is 
everybody's obligation.qQ 
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Syrian army besieges insurgents and Turkish troops in Hama 



In this photo released by the Syrian official news agency SANA, Syrian President Bashar Assad, 
second right, meets with a Russian delegation in Damascus, Syria, Tuesday, Aug. 20, 2019. 

Associated Press 


By BASSEM MROUE 
Associated Press 
BEIRUT (AP) — Syrian gov¬ 
ernment forces marching 
from different directions in 
southern parts of the op- 
position-controlled prov¬ 
ince of Idlib met around 
sunset Wednesday, laying 
siege to several rebel-held 
towns and villages as well 
as a Turkish army post, a 
Syrian opposition war moni¬ 
tor and pro-government 
activists said. The rapid ad¬ 
vance by the Syrian army 
in the northwestern prov¬ 
ince marks a major blow 
for insurgents in their last re¬ 
maining stronghold in Idlib, 
which has been subjected 
to a government offensive 
for the past three months. 
The new gains by the gov¬ 
ernment came amid in¬ 
tense aerial and ground 
bombardments during 
which troops advanced 
in southern parts of Idlib, 
which is home to some 3 
million people, many of 
them displaced by fighting 
in other parts of the coun¬ 


try. The violence came a 
day after the main insur¬ 
gent group in Idlib pulled 
out of Khan Sheikhoun, a 
key rebel town, as govern¬ 
ment forces advanced in 
the area slowly, clearing 
land mines and explosives. 


Activists said Syrian troops 
were in full control of the 
town Wednesday after¬ 
noon. 

The withdrawal of al-Qai- 
da-linked Hayat Tahrir al- 
Sham from Khan Sheikhoun 
was a blow to the opposi¬ 


tion. Syrian government 
forces have been on the 
offensive in Idlib and north¬ 
ern parts of Hama province 
since April 30, forcing nearly 
half a million people to flee 
to safer areas further north. 
The fighting also killed more 


than 2,000 people, includ¬ 
ing hundreds of civilians. 
Since the early hours of 
Wednesday, government 
forces captured Teraei Hill 
east of Khan Sheikhoun 
and kept moving west until 
they met with Syrian troops 
marching from the other 
side, according to the Syr¬ 
ian Observatory for Human 
Rights, a war monitor, and 
a pro-government activist 
collective. 

The move meant that reb¬ 
el-held towns and villages 
in the central province of 
Hama, including the mili¬ 
tants' strongholds of Kfar 
Zeita and the nearby town 
of Latamneh, were now 
besieged. A Turkish obser¬ 
vation post in the village 
of Morek was also under 
siege. 

Turkey, a strong backer 
of the opposition, has 12 
observation posts in and 
around Idlib — part of an 
agreement reached last 
year with the Russians, who 
support President Bashar 
Assad's governments 


Sudan’s top general sworn in as leader of new ruling body 


By SAMY MAGDY 
Associated Press 
CAIRO (AP) — Sudan’s 
top general was sworn in 
Wednesday as the leader 
of a joint military-civilian 
body created to rule Su¬ 
dan during a three-year 
transition period toward 
democratic elections. 

Gen. Abdel-Fattah Burhan 
was sworn in before the 
country's top judge and 
will lead the 11-member 
Sovereign Council for 21 
months, followed by a ci¬ 
vilian leader appointed by 
the pro-democracy move¬ 
ment for the next 18. 

The long-waited move 



In this June 29, 2019 file photo, Sudanese Gen. Abdel-Fattah 
Burhan, head of the military council, waves to his supporters 
upon his arrival to attend a military-backed rally, in Omdurman 
district, west of Khartoum, Sudan. 

Associated Press 


came after more than four 
months of tortuous nego¬ 
tiations between the ruling 
military council and the 
pro-democracy move¬ 
ment following the army’s 
removal of longtime auto¬ 
cratic president Omar al- 
Bashir in April. 

The new Sovereign Coun¬ 
cil was established under a 
power-sharing agreement 
between the military and 
the protesters, following 
pressure from the United 
States and its Arab allies, 
amid growing concerns 
the political crisis could ig¬ 
nite a civil war. 

The 59-year-old Burhan 


chaired the military council 
that took over the country 
after al-Bashir’s ouster amid 
nationwide protests against 
his three-decade-rule. 
According to the official 
news agency, nine mem¬ 
bers were sworn in before 
the country's top judge 
and Burhan on Wednes¬ 
day. 

The remaining member, 
Mohammed Hasson al-Tai- 
shi, will be sworn in later. 
Among the military mem¬ 
bers on the council is Gen. 
Mohammed Hamadan Da- 
galo, who served as depu¬ 
ty head of the disbanded 
military council. Q 
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China hosts Japan, S. Korea ministers in bid to smooth row 



Chinese Foreign Minister Wang Yi, right, shakes hands with Japanese Foreign Minister Taro Kono, 
left, as South Korean counterpart Kang Kyung-wha, center, looks on, ahead of their meeting in 
Beijing Wednesday, Aug. 21,2019. 


Associated Press 
BEIJING (AP) — The foreign 
ministers of China, Japan 
and South Korea met in Bei¬ 
jing on Wednesday as they 
seek to encourage prog¬ 
ress on North Korean de¬ 
nuclearization at a time of 
tense relations between To¬ 
kyo and Seoul over trade. 

In talks with Japan’s Taro 
Kono and South Korea's 
Kang Kyung-wha, Chinese 
Foreign Minister Wang Yi 
said China will work with 
the two countries to main¬ 
tain multilateralism and 
free trade and commit to 
the region’s stability. 

“We support Japan and 
South Korea in taking the 
chance of the trilateral for¬ 
eign ministers meeting to 
have their bilateral talks," 
Wang said at a news con¬ 
ference following morning 
talks. “We hope both sides 
can address the concerns 
of each other, handle the 
disputes constructively and 
find a proper way of solving 
the problems.” 

China is also using the trilat¬ 
eral meeting to reiterate its 
opposition to either Japan 
or South Korea playing host 


to new U.S. intermediate- 
range ballistic missiles that 
Washington says it plans 
to deploy to the region 
as soon as possible after 
leaving the Intermediate- 
Range Nuclear Forces trea¬ 
ty earlier this month. China 
has threatened to punish 
any country that does so, 
and Chinese state media 
said Wang brought up the 


issue in separate meetings 
with Kono and Kang on 
Tuesday. 

Ties between Japan and 
South Korea have been 
strained since Japan tight¬ 
ened export controls on 
key materials for South Ko¬ 
rea’s semiconductor indus¬ 
try and decided to down¬ 
grade the nation's trade 
status. 


Associated Press 

Seoul accuses Tokyo of 
weaponizing trade to re¬ 
taliate for political rows 
over wartime history. The 
row threatens to upset eco¬ 
nomic security in Northeast 
Asia, as well as Washing¬ 
ton's hopes for military co¬ 
operation between its two 
treaty allies. 

While Taro called for coop¬ 
eration among the three 


despite the feud, Kang at¬ 
tacked Japan over its ex¬ 
port controls, according to 
Japanese news reports. At 
the news conference, how¬ 
ever, both sides appeared 
eager to downplay the dis¬ 
pute. 

“It is inevitable that some¬ 
times the bilateral relations 
among us have some dif¬ 
ficulties,” Kono said. “The 
three of us have important 
responsibility for the stability 
and prosperity of the region 
and the whole world and 
the cooperation among 
us will definitely make ma¬ 
jor contributions in this re¬ 
gard.” 

Kang said the Japan-South 
Korea dispute shouldn’t be 
allowed to affect trilateral 
relations. 

“In order that the three- 
way cooperation can be 
developed in a stable way 
without being affected by 
the bilateral relations, we 
should enrich the contents 
of the exchanges among 
the three countries and let 
the people of the three 
countries feel the substan¬ 
tial benefit from such coop¬ 
eration," Kang said.Q 


Indian investigators arrest key opposition leader 


By ASHOK SHARMA 
Associated Press 
NEW DELHI (AP) — Federal 
investigators on Wednes¬ 
day arrested a key oppo¬ 
sition Indian National Con¬ 
gress party leader at his 
home in the Indian capi¬ 
tal in a suspected money 
laundering case. 
Palaniappan Chidam¬ 
baram was taken into 
custody on suspicion of 
conspiring with a Mauri¬ 
tius-based firm to illegally 
obtain money for his son’s 
company while he was 
India's finance minister in 
2006. 

Abhishek Dayal, a spokes¬ 


man for the Central Bu¬ 
reau of Investigation, con¬ 
firmed the arrest. 
Investigators took Chid¬ 
ambaram from his New 
Delhi home on Wednes¬ 
day night and drove him 
to the Central Bureau of 
Investigation's office. 

His son Karti Chidam¬ 
baram has already been 
named as a defendant 
in the money-laundering 
case involving 3 billion ru¬ 
pees ($43 million). Chid¬ 
ambaram denies the alle¬ 
gation and accuses Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi’s 
government of pursuing a 
political vendetta. He suf¬ 


fered a setback as a court 
Tuesday rejected his bail 
plea in the case. 
Investigators couldn't find 
Palaniappan Chidam¬ 
baram until Wednesday 
evening as his attorneys 
tried to get bail for him 
from the country's top 
court. Chidambaram un¬ 
expectedly appeared at 
his party headquarters 
on Wednesday night and 
addressed reporters. He 
asked the prosecutors to 
wait until Friday for a ruling 
by the top court. He said 
he was yet to be formally 
charged in the case. 

The CBI, he claimed, hasn't 



Congress party leader and former Indian finance minister P. 
Chidambaram addresses the media at the Congress party 
headquarters in New Delhi, India, Wednesday, Aug.21, 2019. 

Associated Press 

imputed any wrongdo- impression that grave of- 
ing in the criminal case fences have been corn- 
registered against him. mitted" by him and his 
"Yet there is a widespread son), he told reporters.Q 
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Bolsonaro suggests NGOs setting Amazon fires, gives no proof 



Demonstrators hold signs that read in Portuguese “Standing Forest, Fascism” and “Amazons calls” 
during a protest at the Latin America and Caribbean Climate Week workshop in Salvador, Bahia 
state, Brazil, Wednesday, Aug. 21,2019. 


By DIANE JEANTET 

Associated Press 

RIO DE JANEIRO (AP) — 

Brazil’s official monitor¬ 
ing agency is reporting a 
sharp increase in wildfires 
this year, and President 
Jair Bolsonaro suggested 
Wednesday, without citing 
evidence, that non-gov¬ 
ernmental organizations 
could be setting them to 
make him look bad. 

Brazil’s National Institute for 
Space Research, a federal 
agency monitoring defor¬ 
estation and wildfires, said 
the country has seen a re¬ 
cord number of wildfires 
this year, counting 74,155 
as of Tuesday, an 84 per¬ 
cent increase compared 
to the same period last 
year. Bolsonaro took office 
on Jan. 1. 

“Maybe — I am not affirm¬ 
ing it — these (ONG peo¬ 
ple) are carrying out some 
criminal actions to draw at¬ 
tention against me, against 
the government of Brazil,” 
Bolsonaro said in a video 
posted on his Facebook 
account. “This is the war we 
are facing." 

When asked by reporters if 
he had evidence, the presi¬ 
dent did not provide any. 
The states that have been 
most affected by fires this 
year are Mato Grosso, Para 
and Amazonas — all in 
the Amazon region — ac¬ 
counting for 41.7 percent 


of all fires. “It is very difficult 
to have natural fires in the 
Amazon; it happens but 
the majority come from the 
hand of humans," said Pau¬ 
lo Moutinho, co-founder of 
the Amazon Environmental 
Research Institute. 
Moutinho, who has been 
working in the Amazon 
forests for nearly 30 years, 
said fires are mostly used to 
clean up vast areas of land 
for farming or logging. 

The fires can easily get 
out of control, especially 
now during the Amazon’s 
dry season, and spread to 


densely forested protected 
areas. 

This year, the Amazon has 
not suffered from serious 
dryness, Moutinho said. 
“We're lucky. If we had 
had droughts like in the 
past four years, this would 
be even worse." 

Bolsonaro, who once 
threatened to leave the 
Paris climate accord, has 
repeatedly attacked envi¬ 
ronmental nonprofits, seen 
as obstacles in his quest 
to develop the country's 
full economic potential, in¬ 
cluding in protected areas. 


Associated Press 

Bolsonaro and Environment 
Minister Ricardo Salles are 
both close to the powerful 
rural caucus in Congress 
and have been urging 
more development and 
economic opportunities in 
the Amazon region, which 
they consider overly pro¬ 
tected by current legisla¬ 
tion. 

Some NGOs, environmen¬ 
talists and academics have 
been blaming the adminis¬ 
tration’s pro-development 
policies for a sharp increase 
in Amazon deforestation 
shown in the latest data 


from the space research 
institute. The government 
is also facing international 
pressure to protect the vast 
rainforest from illegal log¬ 
ging or mining activities. 
The Amazon is often re¬ 
ferred to as the lungs of our 
planet because it is a major 
absorber of carbon dioxide 
from the atmosphere. 

Citing Brazil's apparent lack 
of commitment to fighting 
deforestation, Germany 
and Norway have decided 
to withhold more than $60 
million in funds earmarked 
for sustainability projects in 
Brazil’s forests. 

French and German lead¬ 
ers have also threatened 
not to ratify a trade deal 
between the European 
Union and Mercosur coun¬ 
tries to pressure Brazil into 
complying with its environ¬ 
mental pledges within the 
Paris Climate Agreement. 
But experts say Brazilians 
and particularly farmers 
could be the first victims of 
excessive deforestation, as 
it could affect the regional 
climate, bringing higher 
temperatures and less rain. 
Meanwhile, Environment 
Minister Salles was booed 
Wednesday as he took 
the stage at a five-day 
U.N. workshop on climate 
change in the northern 
state of Bahia — an event 
he had tried to cancel ear¬ 
lier this year.Q 


Salvadoran woman restarting life after abortion case retrial 



Evelyn Beatriz Hernandez, smiles as she answers questions from 
journalists two days after her acquittal on retrial, at the offices of 
Colectivo Feminista in San Salvador, El Salvador, Wednesday, 
Aug. 21, 2019. 

Associated Press 


By MARCOS ALEMAN 
Associated Press 
SAN SALVADOR, El Salva¬ 
dor (AP) — A young wom¬ 
an who was acquitted of 
homicide after authorities 
accused her of having an 
abortion said Wednesday 
she feels she has gotten 
her life back after being 
caught up in a case that 
drew international atten¬ 
tion to El Salvador's strict re¬ 
productive laws. 

Evelyn Beatriz Hernandez 
said she hopes to return to 
school, study computing 
and English and become 
an advocate for women 
imprisoned in similar cases. 
The now-21-year-old wom¬ 
an was 18 and about to 
finish high school when she 
was jailed. 


"I feel like I have returned 
to life," she said, smiling, in 
a news conference in the 
capital, San Salvador. "It is 


like beginning a new life." 
Hernandez also called 
on new President Nayib 
Bukele to intervene in favor 


of women who are prose¬ 
cuted and imprisoned after 
suffering miscarriages. 

"I would like for him to truly 
see how the cases of the 
women are, how we are 
discriminated against," 
Hernandez said, "for him to 
think so that abortion could 
be decriminalized." 
Hernandez says she didn't 
even know she was preg¬ 
nant when she had a mis¬ 
carriage, delivering the 
8-month fetus in an out¬ 
house. It was later found 
lifeless in the septic tank. 
Prosecutors didn't believe 
her story and charged her 
with murder. 

Hernandez served 33 
months of a 30-year sen¬ 
tence before her convic¬ 
tion was thrown out in Feb¬ 


ruary. In an unprecedent¬ 
ed retrial for such a case, 
she was acquitted on Mon¬ 
day despite prosecutors’ 
seeking the maximum of 40 
years for aggravated ho¬ 
micide. "I felt happy, con¬ 
tent, because I could finally 
breathe an air of freedom," 
she said of her return to her 
humble home in El Carmen, 
east of San Salvador. 
Between 2014 and 2018, 
according to the nongov¬ 
ernmental organization Cit¬ 
izens' Group, 146 women 
were prosecuted in such 
cases. Of those, 60 were 
convicted — 34 for aggra¬ 
vated homicide and 26 for 
abortion, which is penal¬ 
ized by two to eight years. 
Sixteen of the women re¬ 
main behind bars. □ 
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We do this together 


resort. The real personal interest that makes the dif¬ 
ference. In a world turning more distant and cold the 
warmth is appreciated. Here is where generations 
come and meet. It goes further than just a job.” 

The Casa del Mar Beach Resort & Timeshare is in the 
middle of a renovation right now, so they have spe¬ 
cial pre-renovation sales. “We still have weeks open 
which is very attractive for visitors and locals. Check 
it out!" □ 


that is my style” 



easa/del map 


Juan E. Irausquin Boulevard 51 
Oranjestad, Aruba 


EAGLE BEACH — Casa del Mar Beach Resort & Timeshare offers you paradise: an 
oceanfront location on the white sands of Eagle Beach, the amazing aquamarine 
Caribbean ocean, wonderfully luxurious oceanfront, or poolside timesharing suites 
with a world of amenities like a spa, restaurant, and a fitness center. An octopus has 
eight arms and is able to multitask likewise Shanella Pantophlet. The always calm 
and peaceful Reservations Supervisor has her plate full with responsibilities, but al¬ 
ways wears a smile on her face. 

She is the Reservations Supervisor and oversees the departments of rentals and re¬ 
sales, member’s relations as well as the activity department. “The puzzle aspect is 
what I love about the job, every day is different and it is challenging for me to figure 
out to make it work logistically.” She explains the division of the units is a balancing 
act and you must try to keep your head cool. “I do not get stressed in ad hoc situa¬ 
tions, I know we will always find a solution.” 

100 Years of Experience 

To manage people has been a bit of a challenge for Shanella. She is the kind of 
person to stand back, observe and not being in the center of attention. However, 
in this position one needs to step forward and so she did. “I chose to first getting to 
know my employees on a personal level. To understand their skills and experience. 
For example Jessica has been here the longest so I turn to her whenever I need spe¬ 
cific information on a guest because I know she will have it. Monique is analytical 
so to discuss options I go to her or Aislinn who has been here for a long time already 
and she knows people. When I freak out I sit with her or my assistant Bea. Combined 
these four have over 100 years of experience.” We do this together, that is her style 
and she wants to make sure all are involved in any decisions made. “Everyone 
can make their own independent decisions, as long as I am informed and it is for 
the best. I am a people's manager. I am the boss yes, I deal with the payroll and 
evaluations, yes but we are all equal and I will not ask my people to do something 
I would not do myself.” Working forward means communicate and she tries to be 
there for her team. “Mind you many of them have the age to be my mother. You 
need to find that balance and appreciate each other. Main thing is not too take 
things personal. You may blow up on each other but you need to be able to let go.” 

All Connected 

“Our guests just walk in and out of our office, there is a strong interpersonal relation¬ 
ship. You won’t find that in for example a bigger hotel.” Extra service is in the details 
as in remembering specific preferences of the guests. “We love the chaos. It takes 
a special kind of crazy to work within a time share. Everyone’s job is interconnected 
and they respond to that in the long-term goals to grow. That is what keeps peo¬ 
ple around, we celebrate an employee’s work anniversary and encourage that as 
guests feel comfortable with the familiar faces.” The guests ask for the employees, 
when they are on vacation they want to check whether they are still there. They 
even sent personal cards and gifts. “You do not get that in this way at a normal 


Casa del Mar would like to welcome 
you to their family of owners with suits 
available for sale or rental year round. 


T + 297 582 7000 
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Sweet Pan Music Productions 
presented the 3rd edition of ‘Honor to 
Connor Steelband Celebration’ 





ORANJESTAD - The celebration was a night 
where the legendary Mr. Edgar Connor, pio¬ 
neer of the steelpan music and founder of the 
famous ‘Aruba Invaders Steel Orchestra’, was 
honored. The well-known Melvin Garcia was 
Master of Ceremony for this night. 

The opening act of this musical show was in the 
hands of the Students of the Aruba Panman 
Foundation under the guidance of Angel ha¬ 
zel and Lee Connor. The crowd enjoyed their 
enthusiasm they shown for their steelpan in¬ 
struments. The show continued with presenta¬ 
tions by Touch of Steel, by Nico Connor, Ivan 
Quandus and Michael Odor together with 


‘NLG Dancers’. ‘Quiver Quips Steel Orchestra’ 
also performed. At the end of the night the ‘The 
Aruba Invaders' under the guidance of broth¬ 
ers, Nico and Lee Connor, gave a presentation 
together with ‘Carnaruba’ and their majestic 
Carnival costumes. 

A special honoring was given to 4 people that 
contributed greatly to the Steelpan music in 
Aruba. These were Tico Kock, founder and 
member of ‘Touch of Steel’ which in 2020 will 
celebrate 30 years of existence. Michael Odor 
and Ivan Quandus have been working with 
Nico for many years in the studio and on stage. 
Last but not least, Francis Ridderstap, the ‘Lei¬ 


sure Manager' of the Tamarijn and Divi Aruba 
All Inclusive Resorts, who opened the doors for 
many musicians to perform at the resort, such as 
Nico who has been a regular since 1994. Fran¬ 
cis always knew how to encourage and com¬ 
pliment his associates. It was a sublime night. 
Locals and tourists came to the amphitheatre 
Edgar Connor at Paseo Herencia to enjoy the 
3rd edition of this ‘Honor to Connor Steelband 
Celebration’. 

The Connor family would like to congratu¬ 
late the honorees, the musicians, the steelpan 
groups, the dancers and each and everyone 
for their continuous supportO 
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Open daily t Oam !o 4am j Jl. Irausquin Blvd#47 




JULY 1 TO AUGUST 31 


Win your share of $20,000 in points! 

20 WINNERS EACH DAY 
You can win up to $100 in Points! 

Swipe and play free once daily. Earn 100 Slot Points or 
8 Table Credits and play again - up to 5X each day 

See Piayvrt' Chifc for hill rvh?*, ftimfi be ccnn^W to Free Pi<ry, 




mmm 


iTHURS 




Bonus 4-Card BINGO starting at 1pm! 

57 for 4-Card BINGO | 8 Gomes lo Ptay 

dtih $1,500 in 
Cash Prizes! 


SPECIAL PROGRESSIVE GAME 

Plus 5500 Cnsh Prize incur Monthly 
Early Bird Drawing. 


THE SHOPS 

AT ALHAMBRA CASINO 

Offering o wide variety of 
Retail & Dining Outlets, 

Solon & Spa Services, 
Souvenirs and more. 


CASINO AND SHOPS 

' 
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Goodwill & Emerald Ambassadors at Casa del Mar Beach Resort 



ORANJESTAD — Recently, Sharicia 
Hasham and Marouska Heyliger 
had the great pleasure to honor 
a big group of Aruba’s loyal and 
friendly visitors as Goodwill Am¬ 
bassador and Emerald Ambassa¬ 
dor. The Goodwill Ambassador is 
presented on behalf of the Minister 
of Tourism, as a token of apprecia¬ 
tion to the guests who visit Aruba 20 
years and more consecutively. The 
Emerald Ambassador is presented 
to guests who visit Aruba 35 years 
and more consecutively. 

The honorees were a big happy 
family that comes from Costa Rica 
and calls Aruba their ‘home away 
from home’. The honorees were: 
Felipe Pozvelo and Nicole Agui¬ 
lar together with Antonio Pozvelo, 
Daniel Pozvelo, and jr. Felipe Poz¬ 
velo. Monique Aguilar together 
with Pia Gonzalez, Alejandro Gon¬ 
zalez and Michele Gonzalez. Al¬ 
varo Aguilar, Michele Aguilar, and 
Erick Aguilar Ratton. 

Mrs. Nicole Aguilar, Mrs. Monique 
Aguilar, Mrs. Michele Aguilar, and 
Mr. Erick Aguilar started coming 
to Aruba since 1977 and have 
been visiting the island since then. 


Throughout the years, they partici¬ 
pated in many activities the island 
has to offer. Seeing that Aruba is a 
very safe island, the Aguilar family 
began to visit the island with addi¬ 
tional family members. 

Upon asking the family ‘Why Aru¬ 
ba?” the younger generation Ms. 
Pia Gonzalez together with siblings 
Alejandro and Michele stated they 
really enjoy going to the beach to 
dive while their parents are enjoy¬ 
ing sun tanning on the beautiful 


Aruba beaches. The Emerald Am¬ 
bassadors stated, while there on 
Aruba they relax better than ever! 
Both Ambassadors agreed that the 
hospitality they receive from the lo¬ 
cals and from the hotel employees 
is astonishing. Nonetheless, the age 
gap they all enjoy their vacation in 
their own unique way, meaning 
that Aruba is for everyone! 

From the Aruba Tourism Authority, 
Visitor Care Liaison Ms. Marouska 


Heyliger and Communications 
Specialist Assistant Ms. Sharicia 
Hasham together with the repre¬ 
sentatives of Casa del Mar Beach 
Resort, Resort Manager Mr. Bob 
Curtis, and Ms. Vanessa Burke from 
the Activities department a special 
Goodwill Ambassador Award and 
Emerald Ambassador Award was 
presented to certificate the hon¬ 
orees. They were acknowledged 
for choosing Aruba as their favorite 
vacation destination. □ 
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Happy Community Initiative supports Family 
Center Piedra Plat: 

Motivational learning for teenagers 
within a family setting 



ORANJESTAD — Foundation Centro Famia Piedra Plat_ translated Family Center 
Piedra Plat_ is a safe haven for teens from the neighborhood as well from any part in 
Aruba. On a plot of about 200 square meters in the neighborhood of Piedra Plat you 
will find a warm, family-oriented foundation offering four different activity centers 
for children, teens and adults. By donating to Aruba's Visitor Charity Program, 
the recently-launched Happy Community Initiative (HCI), you can support this 
foundation and help build our youth strong. 


Founder/president Adri Berg has always felt the importance of a secure and 
healthy family life and his love for the neighborhood Piedra Plat drove him to start 
this foundation. Verna Croes, Secretary: “The center develops and offers different 
activities, we do believe in the Christian values and principles, but there is neither 
influence off nor legislative connection to the church. Our goal is to strengthen the 
foundation of family by offering social, physical, spiritual, educational and cultural 
activities as well as to stimulate talent for our youth.” 

Centro di Educacion Creativo (CEC) meaning Center of Creative Education 
offers afterschool guidance for secondary education students between the ages 
of 13-21 years-old, three times a week on Monday, Wednesday and Thursday. 
“The program is based on motivational learning. They can do their homework 
here and we provide guidance as well as materials. Besides that we offer them 
leisure activities like sports, music and arts & crafts,” says Verna. It is important to 
offer a mix of study and leisure to help the teens feel free and at ease. Teachers 
help as volunteers and there is one coordinator, Cathy Figaroa, to make sure all 
is organized well and there is always someone to listen to the youngsters. “Many 
times they want to be heard and are looking for a way to express themselves." 

Living it Up 

Social issues are current in Aruban society. The focus is more on material belongings 
like labels, the newest devices and so on, according to experts in the field of social 
support. “Parents nowadays make sure their children have all material goods they 
need and may think this is love, but what teens need more of is attention and 
guiding,” Verna explains. To keep up with the high costs of living many parents 
work fulltime and no one is at home after school time. The teens lack structure and 
parents often have no idea what is happening in their child’s life. Add to that the 
high percentage of single parents on the island and it is obviously a challenge to 
combine work with family. Becoming a parent at a young age is another issue that 
can cause complications. “They still have the need to party and are not ready to 
settle down and stay at home to guide their children as should be. In many cases 
the grandparents take over, but they are not that connected anymore with this 
generation of teens and things can get complicated." 



Successful Year 

The past school year about 40 teens participated in the 
program and all of them have passed, something the 
foundation is proud of. They receive some support from 
local businesses and a foundation in The Netherlands, but 
the costs are exceeding the income. “Average costs are 
200 florins per month per participant, but our asking fee 
is 100 florins per month and not all students actually pay. 
But we do not refuse anyone.” The foundation wishes 
to proceed with their good work and comply with their 
goal to create cohesion in the neighborhood. To do that 
they could absolutely use your support as they depend 
on volunteers and sponsors for a major part. With your 
donation to HCI the foundation will reach their goals and 
help teens accomplish their studies. “Visitors are free to 
stop by and we will show them around. A shout out to 
teachers as well, whom help us with their expertise on a 
voluntary base. We are grateful for all the help we can 
get.’a 


Our Newest Column is All 
about YOUth and Happiness 

ORANJESTAD — Our newest column Happy Commu¬ 
nity Initiative is published bi-weekly on Thursdays in 
Aruba Today. We inform you about this dynamic, new 
projects from a different angle to give you a com¬ 
plete feel, so follow us and stay engaged! 

The Happy Community Initiative is a visitor charity pro¬ 
gram that you can help strengthen Aruba's commu¬ 
nity by donating to good causes. CEDE Aruba, a dy¬ 
namic community foundation, the Aruba Timeshare 
Association (ATSA), the Aruba Tourism Authority and 
several companies collaborate in this platform for 
visitors who would like to make a donation, but also 
volunteer in the future. The priority is set to support 
projects for Aruban youths. CEDE Aruba will make 
sure that the donations reach meaningful projects of 
local non-profits, based upon quality and transpar¬ 
ency of finances of the offered programs. In this man¬ 
ner, you can be assured that your donation will reach 
its goal! With your donation, you support Aruban chil¬ 
dren with after school programs, mentorship activities 
and social support. You can donate at the kiosks in 
the lobby of several hotels (Costa Linda, Playa Linda, 
Paradise Beach Villas and La Cabana) or you can 
donate on the website: https://happycommunitya- 
ruba.org/donate. 


Copyright CEDE Aruba 
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SPORTS 



Oakland Raiders’ Antonio 
Brown jogs onto the field 
before stretching during NFL 
football practice in Alameda, 
Calif., Tuesday, Aug. 20, 2019. 

Associated Press 

Antonio 
Brown 
is all in- 
at least 
for now 

By TIM DAHLBERG 
AP Sports Columnist 

Antonio Brown is right 
about one thing: Helmets 
are important. 

The way Brown has been 
toying with his new team 
makes you wonder if he 
has ever worn one. 

The latest from Raider Na¬ 
tion on Tuesday was that 
the enigmatic wide receiv¬ 
er was on the practice field 
— and had with him a hel¬ 
met officially certified by 
the NFL. That was certainly 
progress, even if it doesn’t 
mean Brown will be on the 
field Thursday night when 
the Raiders travel to Win¬ 
nipeg to meet the Packers 
in the last meaningful ex¬ 
hibition game of the pre¬ 
season. 

But if any further proof was 
needed of Brown’s intent 
to play this season — and 
collect the $30 million guar¬ 
anteed under his new con¬ 
tract — he had a smile on 
his face and a helmet in his 
hand as he left the closed 
practice. 

Continued on Page 19 
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A new format for FedEx Cup brings clarity and curiosity 


By DOUG FERGUSON 
AP Golf Writer 

ATLANTA (AP) — Justin 
Thomas has a two-shot 
lead, and the Tour Champi¬ 
onship hasn’t even started. 
If that seems difficult to fath¬ 
om, consider that someone 
could win this week without 
having the lowest 72-hole 
score. 

And remember, such a rad¬ 
ical change was to make 
the FedEx Cup finale easier 
to follow. 

The first staggered start in 
PGA Tour history — Thomas 
begins at 10-under par, the 
bottom five players are at 
even par — unfolds Thurs¬ 
day at East Lake when 30 
players who reached the fi¬ 
nal stage of the FedEx Cup 
playoffs chase the $15 mil¬ 
lion prize, the biggest pay¬ 
out in golf history. 

“I could see a scenario 
where come Sunday, 15 
guys might have a chance 
to win the entire thing,” 
Rory Mcllroy said Wednes¬ 
day. 

“It will be exciting. It will 
be different. But at the 
same time, you've just got 
to go out there and try to 
play some good golf and 
not look around at what 
other guys are doing, and 
trust that by the end of the 
week things will hopefully 
even out.” 

The idea behind the new 
format was to bring clarity 
to the FedEx Cup by having 
only one winner Sunday. 
Each of the last two years, 
one player won the Tour 
Championship and anoth¬ 
er player won the points- 
based FedEx Cup. It was 
especially awkward last 
year because while Justin 
Rose won the FedEx Cup, 
all anyone cared about 
was seeing Tiger Woods in 
his red shirt celebrating a 
two-shot victory, his first in 
five years. 

“My bank manager didn't 
mind,” Rose said. 

One function of the FedEx 
Cup hasn't changed: It 
was designed to give an 
advantage to players who 
had the best season, and 
who played their best golf 
in the postseason when the 
points were valued four 
times higher. 

Now, the advantage is 
strokes to par. 



Justin Thomas, left, shares a laugh with Rickie Fowler as they prepare to play a practice round for the Tour Championship golf 
tournament in Atlanta, Wednesday, Aug. 21, 2019. 

Associated Press 


Thomas, who won the BMW 
Championship last week to 
become No. 1 in the FedEx 
Cup, tees off Thursday al¬ 
ready at 10-under par. Pat¬ 
rick Cantlay is No. 2 and will 
start at 8 under, followed 
by Brooks Koepka at 7 un¬ 
der, Patrick Reed at 6 un¬ 
der and Mcllroy at 5 under. 
The next groups of five play¬ 
ers in the standings will be 
at 4 under, 3 under, 2 un¬ 
der, 1 under and even par. 
The leaderboards on the 
course, online and on tele¬ 
vision will show only the 
score to par, not what was 
shot each day. 

“The FedEx Cup is not a tour¬ 
nament. The Tour Champi¬ 
onship is now for the FedEx 
Cup,” PGA Tour Commis¬ 
sioner Jay Monahan said. 
“So when you make that 
transition, you have to rec¬ 
ognize there are 45 tourna¬ 
ments that precede it.” 

If nothing else, the new 
format eliminates the kind 
of math that would give 


even Bryson DeChambeau 
a headache, computing 
where players needed to 
finish to earn points to win. 
Last year for example. Rose 
was the No. 2 seed and 
his birdie on the last hole 
gave him a three-way tie 
for fourth, enough points to 
win the cup. Dustin John¬ 
son was the No. 4 seed and 
finished third. If he had fin¬ 
ished in a two-way tie for 
second, he would have 
won the cup. 

Using this year's format. 
Rose would have won the 
FedEx Cup by one shot over 
Woods because as the No. 
2 seed. Rose would have 
started six shots better. 

Now it’s time to see if it will 
work. 

“I think it’s hokey,” Cantlay 
said. “It's weird to have a 
format no one has ever 
seen. And I think it’s a 
shame we lose the Tour 
Championship. I haven't 
gone through it. No one 
has. I'm going to reserve 


final judgment until I’ve 
gone through the week.” 
Whoever finishes with the 
lowest score to par wins the 
FedEx Cup and gets credit 
for winning the Tour Cham¬ 
pionship, even if he doesn’t 
have the lowest score in 
the Tour Championship. 
Meanwhile, the tour will 
keep track of conventional 
scoring — everyone will the 
first year — to award world 
ranking points. 

“For all of us guys chasing, 
the first day will be impor¬ 
tant," said Rose, who is 
No. 17 and thus starts at 2 
under. “You can't give up 
more shots.” 

Most curious about the for¬ 
mat is how many players 
have a reasonable chance 
of winning. 

Mcllroy won his first PGA 
Tour event at Quail Hollow 
in 2010 when he made ea¬ 
gle on his 16th hole Friday 
to make the cut on the 
number. He shot 66-62 on 
the weekend to rally from 


nine shots behind. 

“And that was just two 
rounds,” Mcllroy said. “With 
two extra rounds, you can 
free-wheel it. There's a lot 
more volatility.” 

There have been a number 
of players who made the 
cut on the number and ral¬ 
lied from big deficits over 
36 holes. 

Carl Pettersson shot 60-67 
on the weekend to come 
from nine back in the 2010 
Canadian Open. Brad 
Faxon rallied from 12 shots 
behind with a 65-61 finish in 
Hartford in 2005. 

It could be wild on the 
weekend. Or maybe Thom¬ 
as opens with a pair of 64s 
and makes it a runaway. 

He is keeping it simple. 

“I’m just going to have to 
try to play another golf 
tournament and act like 
everyone's starting at zero 
and try to shoot the low¬ 
est 72 holes," Thomas said. 
“Because I know if I do that, 
then I should be OK."0 
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Antonio Brown 

Continued from Page 17 

And, two days after general manager Mike Mayock is¬ 
sued an ultimatum for his star receiver to decide if he's 
all in on the season, the official word was Brown was, um, 
all in. 

“I’m confident that he’s going to be a heck of player for 
us and be ready to roll,” coach Jon Gruden proclaimed. 
Just what that means for Brown and the Raiders isn’t quite 
clear. The helmet issue isn’t totally settled, and neither is 
the team's relationship with a star being counted on to 
help lift the Raiders out of the doldrums just in time for the 
team’s move to Las Vegas next season. 

But for now all is good from head to toe. Brown’s frostbit¬ 
ten feet, Gruden said, are healing, and he's got a certi¬ 
fied helmet to use even while filing a second grievance 
with the NFL to be allowed to wear his old one for one 
more season. 

And really, the NFL preseason is for rookies, not game¬ 
changing superstars. Despite Mayock’s bluster, the Raid¬ 
ers will be fine with everything as long as Brown lines up 
on the outside when the Raiders open their last season in 
Oakland on Sept. 9 against the Denver Broncos. 

“There is a lot of teams that are missing star players," 
Gruden said. “My brother (Washington coach Jay 
Gruden) is missing one. The Cowboys are missing one. The 
Texans are missing one. That’s part of this league. Every 
year there are exceptions that you got to deal with, and I 
like our team, man. I like the way we are competing, and 
I like the way we are working.” 

That’s easy to say with nearly three weeks before the sea¬ 
son kicks off for real. Like every other team, the Raiders 
are unbeaten and believe they can be playoff contend¬ 
ers, even if the bookies in Las Vegas say otherwise. 

But so far Derek Carr hasn't thrown a pass to Brown when 
he’s been covered by someone in a different uniform. 
So far the only time Brown’s name has been mentioned 
has been in a sentence that included either bad feet, old 
helmet or hot air balloon. 

That gives HBO's “Hard Knocks” series plenty of material 
to work with. But it doesn’t give long-suffering fans in Oak¬ 
land much hope that their beloved Raiders will make one 
final glorious run to the playoffs before running off to fame 
and riches in Las Vegas. 

For that to happen. Brown has to be the player the Raid¬ 
ers hoped he would be when they got him on the cheap 
from the Steelers, who wanted no more of him after he 
left the team before the final game last year after report¬ 
edly arguing with quarterback Ben Roethlisberger. 

For that to happen, Carr needs to regain his confidence 
on the field and find some common ground with his new 
receiver. And that can’t happen with Brown checking 
into practice only when he feels the inspiration. 

Brown is a singular talent, whose 686 catches and 9,145 
yards the past six seasons in Pittsburgh are the best marks 
ever for a receiver in a six-year span. He’s a game chang¬ 
er for a team that desperately needs one if it is going to 
get past the six wins oddsmakers in the team’s future 
home of Las Vegas are predicting this season. 

But if his opening weeks with the team are any indication, 
it’s going to take all of Gruden's considerable talents of 
persuasion to keep Brown on the field. Already, Brown has 
shown with his twin dramas of frostbitten feet and bad 
helmet that he's going to have to be coddled to be hap¬ 
py — and he’s yet to play a snap for his new team. 

Yes, the feet are getting better and Brown may be able 
to adjust to a new helmet. But the season has yet to be¬ 
gin, and there are plenty of potential minefields ahead. 
With all the drama still to come, it might be a good idea 
for the “Hard Knocks” cameras to stick around. 

Because while the Raiders don't figure to be much to 
watch. Brown will surely be must-see TVO 
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Oakland Raiders’ Antonio Brown carries his helmet as he walks off the field after NFL football 
practice in Alameda, Calif., Tuesday, Aug. 20, 2019. 

Associated Press 
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Catch your own dinner with Driftwood! 

Motto at Driftwood Restaurant: Hook and Cook your Own Fish! 



Oranjestad- Rennaissance 
Marina Downtown is home to 
the Driftwood Fishing Charters, 
the successful fishermen of the 
established seafood restaurant 
Driftwood. Herby senior and 
Herby Junior both share a 
passion and love for fishing. 
They know what the local 
waters have to offer and what 
fresh fish really means. Over 30 
years ago, the idea for the 
fishing charter was bom. 


Captain Herby would catch the 
fish to be served at the restau¬ 
rant the same day. That 
concept still lives, what is 
'hooked' during the day is 
cooked in the evening at the 
restaurant. 

Herby shares his experience 
with his crew, who take out 
guests daily on their tourna¬ 
ment rigged 35ft twin engine 


Bertram "Driftwood" or on their 
more spacious 37ft twin 
engine Bertram called "Living 
Easy". Both yachts are available 
for charters from Sam to 12 
noon, or from 1 to 5pm [6-hour 
trips also available). To book a 
fishing charter visit 
www.driftwoodfishingcharters 
.com or call Herbert direct at 
[2 9 7 >-5924040. 




Have an authentic seafood dining 
experience at Driftwood Restau¬ 
rant, situated in the characteristic 
downtown Oranjestad. This com¬ 
fortable downtown restaurant 
has a long tradition (30 years) of 
serving the freshest fish, the 
biggest shrimp, and the most 
succulent Caribbean Lobster. 
Opening Hours: 5:00pm to 
10.30pm (closed on Sundays) 

For reservations visit 
www.drtftwoodaruba.com or call 
(297}-58325!5 

Address: Klipstraat 12. Oranjestad, 
Aruba 


Sparks beat Lynx for 9th straight home win 



Minnesota Lynx center Sylvia Fowles, left, fouls Los Angeles 
Sparks forward Candace Parker during the second half of a 
WNBA basketball game in Los Angeles, Tuesday, Aug. 20, 2019. 

Associated Press 


LOS ANGELES (AP) — Can¬ 
dace Parker had 20 points 
and 10 rebounds for her 
third double-double, Chel¬ 
sea Gray added 17 points, 
and the Los Angeles Sparks 
beat the Minnesota Lynx 
81-71 on Tuesday night. 

Los Angeles used a 23-4 
second-quarter spurt to 
take a 49-32 lead at the 
break and opened the 
second half on a 17-4 run 
for a 30-point advantage. 


The Sparks (16-10) scored 
just six points through the 
first 8 minutes of the fourth 
quarter as Minnesota 
pulled to 74-67 on Lexie 
Brown's fourth 3-pointer of 
the game. But Parker an¬ 
swered with a 3 and the 
Lynx did not get closer than 
eight points from there. 
Brown led Minnesota (13- 
15) with 20 points. 

ACES 84, MERCURY 79, OT 
LAS VEGAS (AP) — Liz Cam- 


bage had 19 points and 
15 rebounds, A’ja Wilson 
scored 19 points in her re¬ 
turn from injury, and Las 
Vegas scored the final six 
points to beat Phoenix in 
overtime. 

Cambage blocked a la¬ 
yup attempt in the closing 
seconds of regulation and 
grabbed the rebound, but 
she was called for an offen¬ 
sive foul under the basket. 
Phoenix inbounded it with 
2.3 seconds left but Brittney 
Griner’s baseline jumper 
was short. 

In overtime, Wilson drove 
the lane and scored for an 
82-79 lead with 11.8 sec¬ 
onds left. Leilani Mitchell 
missed an open 3-pointer 
from the wing and Deari- 
ca Hamby made two free 
throws at the other end to 
cap a 6-0 game-closing 
run. 

Jackie Young added eight 
points, 10 rebounds and 10 
assists for Las Vegas (19-9). 
DeWanna Bonner and Gri- 
ner each scored 24 points 
for Phoenix (13-14). 


LIBERTY 82, FEVER 76 
INDIANAPOLIS (AP) — Tina 
Charles had 23 points, 14 
rebounds and three blocks 
to help New York snap an 
eight-game losing streak. 
Charles moved into sixth on 
the WNBA's career list for 
field goals made and 15th 
for blocks. 

Indiana trailed by 17 in the 
first half before tying the 
score at 61-all in the sec¬ 
ond half, but couldn’t take 
the lead. 

Kia Nurse finished with 20 
points and Bria Hartley 
scored 16 for New York (9- 
18). 

Rookie Teaira McCowan 
scored a season-high 24 
points and grabbed eight 
rebounds for Indiana (9- 
18). Erica Wheeler had five 
assists to set the Fever’s sin¬ 
gle-season record, passing 
Tamika Catchings' mark of 
143 in 2005. 

SKY 87, DREAM 83 
ATLANTA (AP) — Diamond 
DeShields led five Chicago 
starters in double figures 
with 17 points, helping the 


Sky beat Atlanta. 

Courtney Vandersloot went 
1 of 2 from the line with 17.9 
seconds left to give Chi¬ 
cago an 85-83 lead. Tiffany 
Hayes had a contested 
layup roll off at the other 
end and Cheyenne Parker 
made 1 of 2 free throws be¬ 
fore Astou Ndour grabbed 
an offensive rebound and 
added a free throw. 

Allie Quigley scored 16 
points and Vandersloot 
had 14 points and 10 assists 
for Chicago (16-11). 

Hayes scored 27 points to 
lead Atlanta (5-22), which 
has lost 12 consecutive 
games for its longest losing 
streak since starting 0-17 in 
2008.Q 
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Mets open crucial 
homestand with 9-2 
win over Indians 


By The Associated Press 
NEW YORK (AP) — Michael 
Conforto hit a tiebreak¬ 
ing homer moments after 
an embarrassing error by 
Cleveland Indians left field¬ 
er Oscar Mercado, and the 
resurgent New York Mets 
rolled from there to a 9-2 
victory Tuesday night. 

J.D. Davis also went deep 
and Steven Matz (8-7) per¬ 
mitted only one earned 
run in 6 1/3 innings as 
the Mets opened a criti¬ 
cal homestand against a 
trio of playoff contenders 
with a resounding perfor¬ 
mance. New York (65-60), 
which began the day two 
games out of a wild-card 
spot, improved to 25-10 
since the All-Star break and 
matched a season best at 
five games over .500. 

Jason Kipnis homered early 
and hit an RBI single for the 
Indians, but their first trip 
to Queens since 2004 was 
a flop. Cleveland split a 
four-game series at Yankee 
Stadium last weekend to 
begin an eight-day stay in 
New York City. 

REDS 3, PADRES 2 
CINCINNATI (AP) — Freddy 
Galvis hit a tie-breaking 
two-run homer in the sixth 
inning, and Aristides Aquino 
added an RBI single as Cin¬ 
cinnati beat San Diego. 
Galvis, claimed off waivers 
from Toronto on August 12, 
followed Josh VanMeter’s 
second hit of the game 
with an opposite-field drive 
to left. It was his second 
home run in two nights and 
career-high 21 st of the sea¬ 
son. 

Sonny Gray struck out 10 
batters in six innings, reach¬ 
ing double figures for the 
third time this season and 
seventh in his career. He 
won his third consecutive 
start and improved to 4-0 
in his last five outings. Gray 
(9-6) gave up four hits and 
three walks. Raisel Iglesias 
pitched the ninth for his 
24th save. 

Cal Quantrill (6-4) almost 
matched Gray strikeout- 
for-strikeout. He tied a ca¬ 
reer-high with nine strike¬ 
outs with no walks in six in¬ 


nings, allowing five hits and 
three runs. 

BRAVES 5, MARLINS 1 
ATLANTA (AP) — Freddie 
Freeman homered twice 
and drove in four runs, Dal¬ 
las Keuchel kept working 
out of trouble and Atlanta 
defeated Miami. 

Freeman sent one went the 
opposite way in the fourth. 
The next inning, the Braves 
slugger went deep again 
with two outs to break a 1-1 
tie, launching a pitch from 
Tyler Kinley (1-1) into the 
right-field seats for his 33rd 
homer of the season and 
second multi-homer game 
of the homestand. 

The third Miami pitcher, 
Austin Brice, didn't fare any 
better against Freeman, 
giving up a two-run single 
in the seventh. 

Keuchel (4-5) went six in¬ 
nings, limiting the Marlins 
to Jon Berti’s third-inning 
homer. 

Elieser Hernandez plunked 
Atlanta star Ronald Acuna 
Jr. in the back with his very 
first pitch of the game, re¬ 
kindling tensions between 
the NL East rivals and lead¬ 
ing to the ejection of Braves 
manager Brian Snitker. 
Hernandez was lifted after 
four innings because of a 
blister on his right middle 
finger. He allowed three 
hits, walked two and struck 
out five during a 68-pitch 
outing. 

DODGERS 16, BLUE JAYS 3 
LOS ANGELES (AP) — Clay¬ 
ton Kershaw passed Sandy 
Koufax for most wins by a 
Dodgers left-hander. Will 
Smith hit a go-ahead, two- 
run homer in the third in¬ 
ning, and Los Angeles rout¬ 
ed Toronto. 

Kershaw (13-2) earned his 
166th career victory, break¬ 
ing a tie with Koufax for fifth 
on the club's wins list. He 
allowed three runs and six 
hits — including two hom¬ 
ers by rookie sensation Bo 
Bichette — in six innings, 
struck out six and walked 
three. 

Cody Bellinger notched 
his 100th RBI of the sea¬ 
son, driving in three with a 
double that extended the 
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New York Mets’ Michael Conforto watches the ball after hitting a home run during the sixth inning 
of a baseball game against the Cleveland Indians, Tuesday, Aug. 20, 2019, in New York. 

Associated Press 


Dodgers' lead to 8-2 in the 
fourth. 

A.J. Pollock, Joe Pederson, 
Chris Taylor, and Max Mun¬ 
cy also homered for the 
Dodgers. 

Bo Bichette hit two homers 
and Derek Fisher also went 
long for Toronto. 

Sean Reid-Foley (2-4) gave 
up five runs and five hits in 
1 2/3 innings. He struck out 
two and walked two. 
PIRATES 4, NATIONALS 1 
PITTSBURGH (AP) — Star¬ 
ling Marte hit a tiebreaking 
three-run homer in eighth 
inning, and Pittsburgh beat 
Washington. 

After struggling to man¬ 
age anything off Stephen 
Strasburg through seven 
innings, Pittsburgh loaded 
the bases against Wander 
Suero (3-7) with nobody out 
in the eighth when Adam 
Frazier bunted a single past 
the mound. Bryan Reynolds 
tied it 1-1 with a sacrifice 
fly before Marte drove a 
fastball from Daniel Hudson 
397 feef to right-center for 
his 22nd homer of the sea¬ 
son. Pirates closer Felipe 
Vazquez (3-1) went 1 1 /3 in¬ 
ning, allowing one hit with 
one strikeout. 

Suero, who gave up two 
hits and one walk, was re¬ 
sponsible for three of Pitts¬ 
burgh's four eighth-inning 
runs. Strasburg allowed four 
hits and had six strikeouts in 
seven innings, and left the 
game on track for what 
would have been his ca¬ 
reer-high 16th win. He has 
15 wins in four of his first 10 
major league seasons. 

CUBS 5, GIANTS 3 


CHICAGO (AP) — Anthony 
Rizzo homered twice and 
Cole Hamels pitched six in¬ 
nings for his first win in two 
months, helping Chicago 
top San Francisco. 

Nicholas Castellanos also 
went deep as Chicago 
earned its third straight vic¬ 
tory. Jonathan Lucroy con¬ 
tributed a key run-scoring 
single after the Cubs won a 
replay challenge. 

Hamels (7-4) permitted 
three runs and five hits in 
his first win since June 12 at 
Colorado. Austin Slater hit 
a two-run homer and Kevin 
Pillar added a solo drive for 
the Giants, who fell to 3-2 
on their nine-game trip. 
Fernando Abad (0-1) took 
the loss. 

Kyle Ryan and Rowan Wick 
each got three outs before 
Craig Kimbrel finished for his 
lOfh save in 12 chances. 

CARDINALS 9, BREWERS 4 
ST. LOUIS (AP) — Dexter 
Fowler hit a bases-loaded 
double and drove in four 
runs, leading St. Louis past 
Milwaukee. 

Tyler Webb (1-1) earned 
his first major-league vic¬ 
tory with one-third inning 
of work in his 79th career 
game. He struck out pinch- 
hitter Ben Gomel. 

The Cardinals have won 
nine of their last 11 games, 
while the Brewers have lost 
six of their last eight. St. Lou¬ 
is remained in first place by 
a half-game over the Chi¬ 
cago Cubs, who beat San 
Francisco 5-3. Third-place 
Milwaukee is four games 
back. 

St. Louis broke the game 


open with a four-run sixth 
against three Milwaukee 
relievers. Jeremy Jeffress 
(3-4) loaded the bases. 
Alex Claudio came in and 
struck out Kolten Wong. Ju¬ 
nior Guerra entered and 
walked Harrison Bader, 
who was recalled earlier in 
the day. After striking out 
pinch-hitter Matt Carpen¬ 
ter, Fowler hit a 3-2 pitch 
into short left field fhaf fell 
between three Brewers for 
a double and a 5-2 lead. 
Wong hit a two-run single in 
the seventh, making it 7-2. 
The Cardinals added two 
more runs when Fowler and 
Tommy Edman drew bases- 
loaded walks. 
DIAMONDBACKS 8, GIANTS 
7 

PHOENIX (AP) — Pinch-hit¬ 
ter Jake Lamb had a tie¬ 
breaking two-run single in 
the sixth inning and Arizona 
held on to beat Colorado. 
The Diamondbacks scored 
five runs in the sixth off Col¬ 
orado starter Kyle Freeland 
(3-11) and reliever Bryan 
Shaw. Three batters after 
Lamb's hit, Eduardo Esco¬ 
bar had a two-run triple off 
Shaw. 

Escobar became the third 
player in Diamondbacks 
history with 20-plus doubles, 
20 or more home runs and 
at least 10 triples in a sea¬ 
son, joining Steve Finley 
(1999 and 2003) and Ste¬ 
phen Drew (2008). He also 
became the first National 
League switch-hitter with 
100 RBIs since Chase Head- 
ley accomplished the feat 
with the San Diego Padres 
in 20120 
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Nola sharp over 7, Phillies pounce early to beat Red Sox 3-2 



Philadelphia Phillies starting pitcher Aaron Nola delivers during the first inning of the team’s 
baseball game against the Boston Red Sox at Fenway Park in Boston, Tuesday, Aug. 20, 2019. 

Associated Press 


By The Associated Press 
BOSTON (AP) — Aaron 
Nola pitched seven in¬ 
nings of four-hit ball to win 
for the sixth time in his last 
seven decisions, getting 
three runs of support in the 
first inning as Philadelphia 
cruised past Boston. 

Three of the first four Phila¬ 
delphia batters reached 
base, including back-to- 
back doubles by Bryce 
Harper and Jean Segura. 
Boston made it 3-2 on Jack¬ 
ie Bradley Jr.'s homer in the 
third but managed just four 
more hits the rest of the 
game. 

Nola (12-3) allowed two 
runs and one walk while 
striking out seven. Hector 
Neris earned his 22nd save. 
Red Sox starter Brian John¬ 
son (1-2) allowed three 
runs, six hits and two walks, 
striking out four in 3 2/3 in¬ 
nings as Boston ended a 
five-game winning streak. 
ORIOLES 4, ROYALS 1 
BALTIMORE (AP) — Han- 
ser Alberto hit a tiebreak¬ 
ing three-run homer in the 
eighth, and Baltimore end¬ 
ed an eight-game losing 
streak. 

Royals reliever Jacob 
Barnes (1-2) sandwiched a 
pair of walks around two 
outs before Alberto hit a 
1-1 pitch into the Baltimore 
bullpen for his eighth home 
run. 

Hunter Harvey (1-0) worked 


a perfect eighth to earn his 
first major league win and 
Mychal Givens got three 
outs for his 10th save. 
Baltimore had lost 13 of its 
previous 14 games. 

Kansas City’s lone run 
came in the second inning, 
when Meibrys Viloria hit a 
sacrifice fly following singles 
by Alex Gordon and Ryan 
O’Hearn. 

ANGELS 5, RANGERS 1, 1ST 
GAME 

RANGERS 3, ANGELS 2, 11 
INNINGS 

ARLINGTON, Texas (AP) 

— Delino DeShields raced 
home from second with 
the winning run in the 11th 
inning, giving the Texas a 


doubleheader split with Los 
Angeles after an error by 
first baseman Albert Pujols. 
Nick Solak, who hit his first 
career homer earlier in the 
game after making his big 
league debut in the open¬ 
er, hit a hard two-out shot 
that got past Pujols. 
DeShields reached on a 
one-out single off Ty Buttrey 
(6-6). He stole second base 
after Rougned Odor struck 
out before Logan Forsythe 
walked to bring up the 
rookie. 

Emmanuel Clase (1-2) 
worked two perfect innings 
for his first major league vic¬ 
tory. He was the fifth Texas 
pitcher. 


In the opener, Andrew He¬ 
aney (3-3) had a career- 
high 14 strikeouts without a 
walk over eight innings and 
Mike Trout matched the 
MLB lead with his career- 
best 42nd homer in the An¬ 
gels’ win. Luis Rengifo also 
went deep for Los Angeles. 
ATHLETICS 6, YANKEES 2 
OAKLAND, Calif. (AP) — 
Matt Olson and Mark 
Canha hit back-to-back 
homers in the first inning to 
lead Oakland over New 
York for the A's fifth win in 
six games. 

Olson connected on a two- 
run shot down the right field 
line with two outs in the first 
off Domingo German (16- 
3) for his 26th homer, and 
Canha followed with his 
19th on a drive to right- 
center. 

That outburst proved to 
be more than enough for 
Homer Bailey (11-8), who 
shut the Yankees down af¬ 
ter allowing a solo homer 
to Gary Sanchez in the first 
inning. Bailey allowed one 
run and seven hits in 5 2/3 
innings, walking none and 
striking out eight. 

Aaron Judge added a solo 
homer in the eighth for the 
Yankees. It wasn’t enough 
to prevent New York from 
losing its second straight. 
MARINERS 7, RAYS 4 " 

ST. PETERSBURG, Fla. (AP) — 
Tom Murphy hit a tiebreak¬ 
ing homer, his sixth in four 
games, in the sixth inning to 
lift Seattle over Tampa Bay. 
Murphy’s 16th homer of 
the season came off Jalen 
Beeks (5-3) after a walk to 


Kyle Seager. Murphy be¬ 
came the first Mariners 
catcher to homer in four 
straight games. 

The Rays began the day 
one game ahead of Oak¬ 
land for the AL’s second 
wild card. The Athletics 
hosted the New York Yan¬ 
kees later. Tommy Milone 
(3-7) got the win after giv¬ 
ing up four runs in five in¬ 
nings of relief, helping Se¬ 
attle to its sixth victory in 
eight games. Matt Magill 
pitched the ninth for his 
second save in two tries. 
TWINS 14, WHITE SOX 4 
MINNEAPOLIS (AP) — Nel¬ 
son Cruz homered and 
drove in three runs on four 
hits in his second game 
back from a wrist injury as 
Minnesota beat Chicago. 
Max Kepler hit a two-run 
homer to stay one ahead 
of Cruz for the team lead, 
starting pitcher Michael 
Pineda (9-5) stayed strong 
for seven innings, and the 
Twins raised their lead on 
Cleveland in the AL Central 
race to three games. 

Cruz hit a career-high three 
doubles and became the 
first Twins player since Mi¬ 
chael Cuddyer in 2005 with 
four extra-base hits in a 
game. 

Jose Abreu had a two-run 
homer after Tim Anderson’s 
RBI double for a 3-0 lead in 
the third. Anderson hom¬ 
ered in the sixth inning, too, 
but the damage against 
Reynaldo Lopez (7-11) was 
already done by then. 
ASTROS 6 , TIGERS 3 
HOUSTON (AP) — George 
Springer, Jose Altuve and 
Martin Maldonado hom¬ 
ered to lead Houston over 
Detroit. The Astros jumped 
on Spencer Turnbull (3-12) 
for six hits and five runs in 
three innings as he lost his 
eighth straight decision to 
remain winless since May 
31. Houston starter Aaron 
Sanchez didn’t get out of 
the third inning. He allowed 
four hits and three runs with 
two walks in a season-low 2 
1/3 innings in his fourth start 
since a trade from Toronto. 
Brad Peacock (7-6) took 
over for Sanchez and struck 
out three in 1 2/3 scoreless 
innings. Roberto Osuna 
collected his 29th save in 
34 opportunities with a per¬ 
fect ninth. □ 





Baseball fan born in 1908 celebrates 
her 111th birthday 

SUNAPEE, N.H. (AP) — A woman has 
celebrated her 111th birthday in New 
Hampshire with a bunch of cupcakes 
and a tribute from singers. 

Hazel Nilson was born Aug. 21, 1908, in 
Chicago. A lifelong Chicago Cubs fan, 
she likes to say she was born the last time 
the team won the World Series before 
their big comeback in 2016. 

Nilson, a former physical education 
teacher, has been a resident of Suna- 
pee Cove in Sunapee, New Hampshire, 
since October 2014. Before that, she 
lived in Stone Lake, Wisconsin. 

Wearing a cake-shaped hat, Nilson 
sampled a peach cupcake at her party 
Wednesday. The Sunapee Singers sang 
“Take Me out to the Ball Game" in her 
honor. 

When asked if she has any secret to her 
longevity, she said don’t fret, smile, and 
enjoy lifeO 


In this photo provided by Tony Venti, Hazel 
Nilson celebrates her 111th birthday with a 
peach cupcake, Wednesday, Aug. 21,2019, 
at Sunapee Cove in Sunapee, N.H. 

Associated Press 















AY 


For Celtics, USA World Cup 
camp is a preseason bonus 
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In this Aug. 16, 2019, file photo. United States' Kemba Walker is 
shown during the second half of an exhibition basketball game 
against Spain in Anaheim, Calif. In this Aug. 16, 2019, file photo. 
United States' Jayson Tatum is shown during the second half of 
an exhibition basketball game against Spain in Anaheim, Calif. 

Associated Press 


In this Aug. 16, 2019, file photo. United States’ Jayson Tatum is 
shown during the second half of an exhibition basketball game 
against Spain in Anaheim, Calif. 

Associated Press 



By TIM REYNOLDS 
AP Basketball Writer 
Red, white and blue. The 
colors of USA Basketball. 
Except this summer, green 
— Celtics green, to be pre¬ 
cise — would work on that 
palette as well. 

The Boston Celtics will have 
at least three and possibly 
four players on the final 12- 
man roster that USA Basket¬ 
ball will take to China next 
week for fhe FIBA World 
Cup. So fhese Team USA 
practices have been a 
get-to-know-you bonus of 
sorts for new Celtics guard 
Kemba Walker and Boston 
teammates Jayson Tatum, 
Jaylen Brown and Marcus 
Smart. 

“It's pretty cool,” Brown 
said. “It's a blessing, of 
course. I take it very serious¬ 
ly to be able to represent 
not only your family and 
Boston but the country. 
We take it serious, and we 
come to play basketball.” 
Walker, Tatum and Brown 
seem like locks to make 
the final U.S. roster. Smart 
is perhaps a question mark 
only because of a strained 
calf fhaf he's been dealing 
with since the first week of 
training camp in Las Vegas 
earlier this month. He's ex¬ 
pected to play Thursday 
when the Americans play 
a pre-World Cup exhibition 
against Australia in Mel¬ 
bourne — with a crowd of 
about 50,000 expected. 
The U.S.-Australia game 
is at Marvel Stadium, the 
third-biggest stadium in the 
Australian Football League. 
Ed Sheeran packed a total 
of more than a quarter- 


million people in there for 
a series of four concerts 
last year, about 45,000 
fans were there for a FIFA 
World Cup qualifier in 2013 
and now another massive 
crowd is coming for a FIBA 
World Cup warmup. 

“This definitely will be the 
most amount of people 
I've ever played in front 
of," Milwaukee's Khris Mid¬ 
dleton said. “So I'm excited 
about it." 

For the Celtics, getting this 
time together before train¬ 
ing camp in October is a 
clear perk — especially 
since Walker, who will take 
over for Kyrie Irving at point 
guard in Boston, could ob¬ 
viously benefit from extra 
time around his new team¬ 
mates who all just happen 
to be very big parts of Celt¬ 
ics coach Brad Stevens’ 
game plans on a nightly 
basis. 

But when USA is across their 
chest, they're not thinking 
about what’ll be happen¬ 
ing in Boston. 

The non-Celtics teammates 
have made a bit of a run¬ 
ning joke about Boston 
bonds being formed in USA 
camp, talking about how 
when they see multiple 
Celtics together they im¬ 
mediately send someone 
over to break them up. The 
reality, of course, is that 
Brown, Tatum and Smart 
were close already. 

And Walker feels like he 
has fhe personality to fit in 
with anyone. “It goes hand 
in hand and for me I’m all 
about the camaraderie, all 
about the togetherness,” 
Walker said. “I've always 


felt that your off the court 
relationships translate on 
the court. I’ve always felt 
that way, I’ve always been 
big on that way so that’s 
why I’m trying my best to 
get acclimated to those 
guys as best I can.” 

The games against Austra¬ 
lia — the teams will meet 
again in Melbourne on Sat¬ 
urday — even get the Celt¬ 
ics a chance to face some 
former Celtics. Aron Baynes, 
a key player for Boston over 
the last two seasons before 
getting traded to Phoenix 
on draft night, is expected 
to be in the lineup for the 
Aussies. 

“I played with Aron Baynes 
for fwo years wifh the Celt¬ 
ics and he was one of my 
favorite guys to play with, 
favorite people,” Tatum 
said. “So I'm excited to play 
against him, for a change." 
There will be other familiar 
ties during the U.S.-Australia 
games. 

Among them: U.S. guard 
Donovan Mitchell and Aus¬ 
tralia guard Joe Ingles are 
teammates with the Utah 
Jazz, Australian center 
Andrew Bogut has been 
coached by U.S. assistant 
Steve Kerr when they’re to¬ 
gether with Golden State, 
and U.S. coach Gregg 
Popovich will likely be see¬ 
ing one of his longtime San 
Antonio players Patty Mills 
in uniform for the Austra¬ 
lians. 

Popovich sees these 
games as serious tests for 
the Americans. 

“They are one of fhe feams 
that can win the whole 
thing, without a doubt," 


Popovich said when asked 
about Australia's World 
Cup chances. “I'm not say¬ 
ing that because I’m here. 
It's just a fact." 

The Americans are taking 
these games seriously. Time 
is running out to get ready 
for fheir Sepf. 1 World Cup 
opener in Shanghai against 
the Czech Republic, and 
Walker knows there's much 
left to be done. 

That’s why, he said, the fo¬ 
cus is on the USA — not Bos¬ 
ton, yet. 

“Right now, we are just 


focused on geffing our 
sfuff down pat, the things 
we work on in practice, 
our plays, our defensive 
schemes, rotations, things 
like that,” Walker said. 
“We’re trying to clean 
those things up. Of course, 
we want to win. Both teams 
want to win. We’ll go out 
there and battle as much 
as we can, but the main 
goal right now is to get 
better game-by-game, 
day-by-day, practice-by- 
practice, leading up to 
China.”□ 


CONCACAF men’s Olympic qualifying in FIFA window 


MIAMI (AP) — Men’s Olympic 
soccer qualifying tor North and 
Central America and the Carib¬ 
bean will take place during a FIFA 
international match window from 
March 20 to April 1, a decision 
that means the United States may 
be able to use top young players 
with European clubs such as Chris¬ 
tian Pulisic, Weston McKennie and 
Tyler Adams. 

CONCACAF, the regional govern¬ 
ing body, said Wednesday the 
eight-nation qualifying tourna¬ 


ment will be played at Guada¬ 
lajara, Mexico, in the Jalisco and 
Akron stadiums. 

While FIFA requires clubs to release 
players to senior national teams 
during international windows, soc¬ 
cer's rules leave the decision to 
clubs on whether to release play¬ 
ers to youth national teams. Olym¬ 
pic men’s soccer qualifying is limit¬ 
ed to players born on or after Jan. 
1, 1997. 

The United States failed to qualify 
for the 2012 and 2016 Olympic 


men’s soccer tournaments, a 
stumble by youth teams that pre¬ 
ceded the senior national team’s 
failure to qualify tor the 2018 World 
Cup. 

The U.S., Canada, Costa Rica, El 
Salvador, Honduras and Mexico 
are assured places in the qualify¬ 
ing tournament and will be joined 
by a pair of Caribbean nations to 
be determined next month. The 
two semifinal winners qualify for 
the 16-nation men’s tournament 
in Japan, to be played from July 


23 to Aug. 8. At the Olympics, 
each men’s national teams can 
include up to three players over 
the age limit on its 20-man roster. 
CONCACAF men’s qualifying was 
in Guadalajara ahead of the 2004 
Olympics and in the U.S. for the 
last three Olympics. The Ameri¬ 
cans failed to advance from the 
group stage of 2012 qualifying, 
beating Cuba 6-0 but losing to 
Canada 2-0 and tying El Salvador 
3-3. The U.S. lost to Honduras 2-0 in 
the semifinals of 2016 qualifyingO 
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Facebook rolls out tool to block off-Facebook data gathering 



By BARBARA ORTUTAY 
AP Technology Writer 
SAN FRANCISCO (AP) — 

Soon, you could get fewer 
familiar ads following you 
around the internet — or at 
least on Facebook. 
Facebook is launching a 
long-promised tool that lets 
you limit what the social 
network can gather about 
you on outside websites 
and apps. 

The company said Tues¬ 
day that it is adding a sec¬ 
tion where you can see 
the activity that Facebook 
tracks outside its service via 
its “like” buttons and other 
means. You can choose to 
turn off the tracking; other¬ 
wise, tracking will continue 
the same way it has been. 
Formerly known as “clear 
history," the tool will now go 
by the slightly clunkier mon¬ 
iker “off-Facebook activ¬ 
ity." The feature launches 
in South Korea, Ireland and 
Spain on Tuesday, consis¬ 
tent with Facebook’s ten¬ 
dency to launch features 
in smaller markets first. The 
company did not give a 
timeline for when it might 
expand it to the U.S. and 
other countries, only that it 
will be in “coming months.” 
What you do off Facebook 
is among the many pieces 
of information that Face- 
book uses to target ads to 
people. Blocking the track¬ 
ing could mean fewer ads 
that seem familiar — for ex¬ 
ample, for a pair of shoes 
you decided not to buy, 
or a nonprofit you donat¬ 


ed money to. But it won’t 
change the actual number 
of ads you’ll see on Face- 
book. Nor will it change 
how your actions on Face- 
book are used to show you 
ads. 

Even if you turn off tracking, 
Facebook will still gather 
data on your off-Facebook 
activities. It will simply dis¬ 
connect those activities 
from your Facebook profile. 
Facebook says businesses 
won’t know you clicked on 
their ad — but they’ll know 
that someone did. So Face- 
book can still tell advertisers 
how well their ads are per¬ 
forming. 

Jasmine Enberg, social me¬ 
dia analyst at research firm 


eMarketer, said the tool 
is part of Facebook’s ef¬ 
forts to be clearer to users 
on how it tracks them and 
likely “an effort to stay one 
step ahead of regulators, in 
the U.S. and abroad.” 
Facebook faces increas¬ 
ing governmental scrutiny 
over its privacy practices, 
including a record $5 billion 
fine from the U.S. Federal 
Trade Commission for mis¬ 
handling user data. Boost¬ 
ing its privacy protections 
could help the company 
pre-empt regulation and 
further punishment. But it’s 
a delicate dance, as Face- 
book still depends on highly 
targeted advertising for 
nearly all of its revenue. 


Associated Press 

CEO Mark Zuckerberg an¬ 
nounced the “clear history” 
feature more than a year 
ago. The company said 
building it has been a com¬ 
plicated technical process, 
which is also the reason for 
the slow, gradual rollout. 
Facebook said it sought 
input from users, privacy 
experts and policymakers 
along the way, which led 
to some changes. For in¬ 
stance, users will be able 
to disconnect their activ¬ 
ity from a specific websites 
or apps, or reconnect to a 
specific site while keeping 
other future tracking turned 
off. You'll be able to ac¬ 
cess the feature by going 
to your Facebook settings 


and scrolling down to “your 
Facebook information." 
The “off-Facebook activity" 
section will be there when it 
launches. 

The tool will let you delete 
your past browsing history 
from Facebook and pre¬ 
vent it from keeping track 
of your future clicks, taps 
and website visits going 
forward. Doing so means 
that Facebook won’t use 
information gleaned from 
apps and websites to tar¬ 
get ads to you on Face- 
book, Instagram and Mes¬ 
senger. It also won’t use 
such information to show 
you posts that Facebook 
thinks you might like based 
on your offsite activity, such 
as news articles shared by 
your friends. 

Stephanie Max, product 
manager at Facebook, 
said the company believes 
the tool could affect reve¬ 
nue, though she didn’t say 
how much. But she said giv¬ 
ing people “transparency 
and control” is important. 
Enberg, the eMarketer 
analyst, said the ultimate 
impact “depends on con¬ 
sumer adoption. It takes a 
proactive step for consum¬ 
ers to go into their Face- 
book settings and turn on 
the feature." 

People who say they value 
privacy often don’t actu¬ 
ally do anything about it, 
she said, so it’s possible too 
few people will use this tool 
to have a meaningful ef¬ 
fect on Facebook's bottom 
line.Q 


Weedmaps to stop advertising unlicensed pot businesses 


By MIKE BLOOD and GENE 

JOHNSON 

Associated Press 

LOS ANGELES (AP) — The 

major online pot shop di¬ 
rectory and cannabis 
marketplace Weedmaps 
announced Wednesday 
that it will no longer allow 
black-market businesses to 
advertise on its site, a deci¬ 
sion that could boost Cali¬ 
fornia’s efforts to rein in its 
vast illegal market. 

State regulators and li¬ 
censed businesses had 
been pressuring the com¬ 
pany to ban unlicensed 
businesses. Allowing un¬ 
taxed, unregulated prod- 
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In this June 27, 2017, file photo, Jerred Kiloh, owner of the 
licensed medical marijuana dispensary Higher Path, stocks 
shelves with with cannabis products in Los Angeles. 

Associated Press 

uct on the site alongside the taxed marijuana of 


licensed and regulated 
stores undercut the legal 
market, they said. 

“That is a huge win,” said 
Ryan Kunkel, whose Plave 
A Heart dispensary chain 
operates in Washington, 
Oregon and California. 
“Our biggest competitor in 
every jurisdiction in Califor¬ 
nia is black-market Weed- 
maps. It's not the tax rates, 
it’s not the regulations — it’s 
Weedmaps’ efforts to prop 
up unlicensed operators." 
Jerred Kiloh, a licensed dis¬ 
pensary owner in Los Ange¬ 
les who heads the United 
Cannabis Business Asso¬ 
ciation, an industry group. 


projected that half of Cali¬ 
fornia’s illegal operations 
could dry up once they are 
denied access to Weed- 
maps ads. Weedmaps, 
founded in 2008 and based 
in Irvine, is a go-to website 
for people looking to find 
a marijuana shop. With a 
few clicks on a cellphone, 
customers can find virtually 
any type of cannabis prod¬ 
uct, along with the fastest 
route to the place selling it 
and ratings from other con¬ 
sumers to help them de¬ 
cide what to buy. They can 
also order online through 
the site and even have 
their weed delivered. □ 












BUSINESS !* 25 


THURSDAY 22 AUGUST 2019 


Solid earnings from major US retailers drive stocks higher 



Specialist Anthony Matesic, center, works with traders at his post on the floor of the New York 
Stock Exchange, Wednesday, Aug. 21, 2019. 

Associated Press 

ed 1%. 


By ALEX VEIGA 
Associated Press 

U.S. stocks marched broad¬ 
ly higher in afternoon trad¬ 
ing Wednesday as inves¬ 
tors welcomed a batch of 
strong earnings reports from 
several big retailers. Trad¬ 
ers had a muted reaction 
to the afternoon release of 
notes from the Federal Re¬ 
serve's policymaking meet¬ 
ing last month. 

Target and Lowe's surged, 
leading a rally in retail 
stocks, as the market 
bounced back from its first 
loss in four days. Technol¬ 
ogy companies account¬ 
ed for a big share of the 
market's gains. Microsoft 
gained 1% and Apple rose 
1 . 2 %. 

Financial stocks rose as 
bond prices fell, pushing 
yields higher. Bank of Amer¬ 
ica picked up 1%. Real es¬ 
tate and utilities lagged the 
rest of the market. 

Minutes from the Fed’s 
meeting showed officials 
were divided in their deci¬ 
sion to cut interest rates for 
the first time in a decade, 
with some arguing for a big¬ 
ger cut and others against 
cutting at all. But the min¬ 
utes did not indicate any 
consensus among Fed offi¬ 
cials on whether future rate 
cuts would be needed. 
Investors have been seek¬ 
ing insight into the Fed’s 
willingness to make further 
interest rate cuts to help 
shore up the economy. 
Traders are now looking 
ahead to Friday, when Fed 
Chairman Jerome Powell is 
scheduled to speak at the 


central bank’s annual con¬ 
ference. 

The stock market has been 
volatile this month as inves¬ 
tors try to parse conflicting 
signals on the U.S. econo¬ 
my and determine whether 
a recession is on the way. 
A key concern is that the 
U.S.-Chinese tariff war will 
weigh on global economic 
growth. 

The Trump administration 
has imposed a 25% tariff on 
$250 billion in Chinese im¬ 
ports. A pending 10% tariff 
on another $300 billion in 
goods would hit everything 
from toys to clothing and 
shoes that China ships to 
the United States, however 
some 60% of the new tariffs 
wouldn't go into effect until 
mid-December, and others 


were taken off the table al¬ 
together. 

The potential impact those 
tariffs could have on U.S. 
consumers could hurt sales 
for Target and other big 
retailers. Home Depot on 
Tuesday cut its sales expec¬ 
tations for the year in part 
because of the potential 
tariff impact. 

Even after the bouts of tur¬ 
bulent trading this month, 
the S&P 500 is still having 
a good year. The broad 
market index is up 16.6% for 
2019. Similarly, the Nasdaq 
is still up 20.8% for the year. 
KEEPING SCORE: The S&P 
500 was up 0.9% as of 2:18 
p.m. Eastern Time. The Dow 
Jones Industrial Average 
gained 280 points, or 1.1%, 
to 26,242. The Nasdaq add¬ 


Major indexes in Europe 
also finished broadly high¬ 
er. 

ANALYST’S TAKE: “We had 
a couple of great earn¬ 
ings reports this morning, 
especially Target, which is 
a good barometer of the 
consumer,” said Dan Heck¬ 
man, national investment 
consultant at U.S. Bank 
Wealth Management. “The 
consumer still appears to 
be spending and doing 
well.” 

While the encouraging 
earnings put investors in 
a buying mood, Heck¬ 
man noted that August 
and September are his¬ 
torically some of the weak¬ 
est months of the year for 
stocks, so investors should 


expect more market vola¬ 
tility, particularly if the U.S. 
and China don't strike a 
trade deal. 

ON TARGET: After mixed re¬ 
sults from retailers on Tues¬ 
day, Target soared 19.1% 
after easily beating profit 
forecasts for its second 
quarter as it pushes faster 
delivery and invests heavily 
in new private label brands. 
MUCH IMPROVED: Lowe’s 
jumped 10.1% after the 
home improvement retail¬ 
er's latest quarterly results 
blew past expectations, 
buoyed by strong demand 
for spring goods and sales 
to contractors. The compa¬ 
ny’s strong quarter came 
even as it wrestled with 
lower lumber prices and 
rough spring weather. 
Lowe's solid earnings came 
a day after rival Home De¬ 
pot reported strong results 
of its own. Home Depot 
added 1.6%. 

LOOKING SLICK: Urban 
Outfitters climbed 4.9% af¬ 
ter the company reported 
improving trends through¬ 
out its latest quarter. 

HOME SWEET HOME: Home¬ 
builders were mostly higher 
following new data show¬ 
ing sales of previously occu¬ 
pied U.S. homes rose 2.5% 
last month. The increase 
is a sign that lower mort¬ 
gage rates are helping to 
increase sales, which have 
been sluggish amid rising 
housing prices and a stub¬ 
born shortage of homes on 
the market. 

Hovnanian Enterprises led 
the pack, vaulting 12.4%. 
LGI Homes rose 3.6%0 



In this March 14,2019, file photo people attend the opening of a 
Piaget store during the opening night of The Shops & Restaurants 
at Hudson Yards in New York. 

Associated Press 


US has 501,000 fewer jobs than first reported 


By JOSH BOAK 
Associated Press 
WASHINGTON (AP) — The 

U.S. job market isn't quite as 
strong as originally believed 
— with revised figures show¬ 
ing that the economy had 
501,000 fewer total jobs this 
March than initially report¬ 
ed. 

The Labor Department said 
Wednesday that nearly 
two-thirds of the downward 
revision came from the re¬ 
tail and leisure and hospi¬ 
tality sectors, the industries 
most associated with con¬ 
sumer spending. 


These preliminary revisions 
complicate the Trump ad¬ 
ministration's message of a 
strong economy, as they 
suggest that job growth 
was slowing as the expan¬ 
sion approached its tenth 
anniversary. Some of this 
slowdown would be natu¬ 
ral given the length of the 
expansion. Retailers had 
146,400 fewer jobs, while 
leisure and hospitality — 
which includes hotels and 
restaurants — had 175,000 
fewer workers. 

Business services, health 
care, construction and 


manufacturing were also 
lower than first reported. 
But other sectors had their 
job totals upwardly revised. 
Employers in government, 
financial services, informa¬ 
tion and transportation and 
warehousing hired more 
workers than originally re¬ 
ported. This was the sharp¬ 
est downward revision in 
jobs totals since 2009, when 
the economy was just start¬ 
ing to emerge from the 
Great Recession. 

The Labor Department will 
update these revisions in 
February 20200 
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Conceptis Sudoku 
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Difficulty Level ★ ★★ 


Sudoku is a number-placing puzzle based on 
a 9x9 grid with several given numbers. The 
object is to place the numbers 1 to 9 in the 
empty squares so that each row, each column 
and each 3x3 box contains the same number 
only once. The difficulty level of the Conceptis 
Sudoku increases from Monday to Sunday. 
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ACROSS 

11n what way 

4 Common 
ailments 

9_-boiled eggs 

13 Mosque leader 

15 Expect 

16 Part of the leg 

17 Water barrier 

18 Amazon or 
Mississippi 

19 Applies frosting 

20 Come to an end 

22 _ than pleased; 
disappointed 

23 _ out; pealed 

24 Org. for Sharks & 
Senators 

26 Kite maker’s 
need 

29 Sign up 

34 Milk choice 

35 Italian cars 

36 You 
Lonesome 
Tonight?” 

37 Group of troops 

38 June, for one 

39 Chest organ 

40 _ culpa 

41 Actress Sela’s 
family 

42 Excessive 
enthusiasm 

43 Necklace 
danglers 

45 Inn 

46 “Pomp _ 
Circumstance” 

47 Dagger handle 

48 West or Sandler 

51 Likely to occur 

soon 

56 Indian prince 

57 Tied up 

58 Longest river 

60 Rugged cliff 

61 Cyclist 
Armstrong 

62 Hair color 

63 This place 

64 Go into 

65 “_to a 

Nightingale” 

DOWN 

1 Concealed 

2 Slight 



Created by Jacqueline E. Mathews 


3 Vigil before a 
funeral 

4 _ for; looking 
after 

5 _ to; because 
of 

6 Molten rock 

7 Count calories 

8 Power 

9 Talents 

10 Formerly 

11 Charges 

12 “_of the 

d’Urbervilles” 

14 In a joyful way 

21 Horse’s hair 

25 Not hers 

26 Marshland 

27 Midafternoon 

28 Word before 
nose or 
numeral 

29 Cantaloupe 
casings 

30 Sups 

31 Trash talk 

32 Orange Muppet 

33 Fit for a king 

35 Garrison 

38 Lower jaw 


Wednesday’s Puzzle Solved 
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39 Enduring 

41 Obi-_Kenobi 

42 Shape 

44 Vandalize 

45 Impede; slow 
down 

47 From now 

48 Curved beam 
overhead 


49 “How _ you!” 

50 Not quite 
closed 

52 Sound from one 
in pain 

53 Football kick 

54 Robert De _ 

55 Thrilled 

59 Needle’s hole 


©2019 Conceptis Puzzles, Dist. by King Features Syndicate, Inc. 
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Environmentalists sue 
over Endangered Species 
Act rollbacks 


By S. MALDONADO 

Associated Press 

SAN FRANCISCO (AP) — 

Seven environmental and 
animal protection groups 
teamed up to file the first 
lawsuit challenging the 
Trump administration's roll¬ 
back of the Endangered 
Species Act. 

The environmental law 
nonprofit Earthjustice filed 
the lawsuit Wednesday on 
behalf of the Center for Bi¬ 
ological Diversity, Defend¬ 
ers of Wildlife, Sierra Club, 
Natural Resources Defense 
Council, National Parks 
Conservation Association, 
WildEarth Guardians and 
the Humane Society of 
the United States. The law¬ 
suit comes after the fed¬ 
eral government earlier this 
month announced a series 
of changes to weaken the 
Endangered Species Act. 

In a filing , the groups argue 


that the Trump administra¬ 
tion violated the National 
Environmental Policy Act 
by failing to analyze the ef¬ 
fects of the new rules. They 
also charge that the ad¬ 
ministration unreasonably 
changed requirements to 
comply with part of the En¬ 
dangered Species Act that 
would have prevented any 
changes that could threat¬ 
en the existence or habitat 
of any listed species. 

“In the midst of an unprec¬ 
edented extinction crisis, 
the Trump administration 
is eviscerating our most ef¬ 
fective wildlife protection 
law,” Rebecca Riley, legal 
director of the nature pro¬ 
gram at the Natural Re¬ 
sources Defense Council, 
said in a statement. Chris¬ 
tina Meister, a spokesper¬ 
son for the U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service, declined 
to comment. □ 
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Halley Time Travel 


Marriott Ocean Club 
Gold Season 

1 BR Ocean View $ 5 K 

2 BR Ocean View $ 8 K 

1 BR Ocean Front $12K 

2 BR Ocean Front $14K 

Marriott Surf Club 

2 BR Garden View $ 7 K 
2 BR Ocean View $ 8 K 
2 BR Ocean Side $9 K 

2 BR Ocean Front $12 K 

3 BR Ocean View $15 K 

Renaissance Suites 

1 BR WK 32 and 35 
3rd floor ocean view 
$ 5 K each 

Costa Linda 

2 BR WK31 Ground Floor 
Light House view $10 K 

Casa Del Mar 

2 BR WK 34 $8 K 

3rd floor Ocean View 

Aruba Divi Phoenix 

studio wk 35 and 36 $13 K both 

2 sd floor Ocean front villas 

La Cabana Beach and Casino 

1 BR WK 33 $ % K 
3rd floor pool/ocean view 
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Columnists 
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Thais Franker! 
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T: SB2-780Q 
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O @arubatoday 



TIMESHARES FOR SALE! 
AMAZING DEALS UP FOR GRABS! 


La Cabana BRC 

Week 29 Unit 419D - $2,000 (Incl. T. Fee) 
Week 30 Unit 419D - $2,000 (Incl. T. Fee) 
Week 30 Unit 227A - $3,500 
Week 33 Unit 138A - $2,250 
Week 34 Unit 138A - $2,250 
Week 36 Unit 1 24 B - $4,000 
Week 45 Unit 424AB - $16,400 
Week 46 Unit 316C - $5,200 


Renaissance Aruba 
Week 4 Unit 2353 - $7,000 
Week 27 Unit 2520 - $3,200 
Week 27 Unit 2147 - $5,000 
Week 30 Unit 2546 - $5,500 
Week 30 Unit 2307 - $3,500 
Week 31 Unit 2307 - $3,500 
Week 33 Unit 2535 - $8,000 
Week 36 Unit 2315- $2,000 


CALL US AT (297) 737 3006 OR E-MAIL AT ZACH@BUYARUBATIMESHARES.COM 



Eagle Resort and casino 
1 BR WK 34 
2sd floor $ 5 K 

Call: 630 1307 
Johnnypaesch@gmail.com 
arubaresalesrealty@hotmail.com 
facebookpage:resales&realty 

ST.^P 

Violence Against Women 

FOR SALE 
Eagle Aruba Resort 

1 bedroom / week 33 august 
brand new suite 

$7,500 negociable 
Phone # 321 287 8547 
emai: 25coco@gmail.com 

_ 211677 

FOR SALE/RENT 
Divi Studio 

wk 35 8/31 Dutch Village rm 128 
buy $2700, rent $650 
Divi Golf wk 35 8/31, unit 4201, 
buy $3200, rent $650 
e-mail: rmwjmw@aol.com 
or call 508-651-0016 

_ 211670 

FOR RENT OR SALE 
PARADISE BEACH VILLAS 

2 bedr, suites P.O. views 
wks 31,32,52,1,8,9 

also other wks for rent or switch 
Call 941 343 1088 USA 

_ 211548 


DOCTOR ON DUTY 

Oranjestad 

Hospital 7:00 pm / 10:00pm 
Tel. 527 4000 

San Nicolas 
IMSAN 24 Hours 
Tel.524 8833 


Dental Clinic 587 9850 
Blood Bank Aruba 587 0002 
Urgent Care 586 0448 
Walk-In Doctor’s Clinic 
+297 588 0539 


Police 
Oranjestad 
Noord 
Sta. Cruz 
San Nicolas 
Police Tipline 
Ambulancia 
Fire Dept. 

Red Cross 


Y 


HEALTH 


PHARMACY ON DUTY 


Oranjestad: 

Sta. Anna Tel. 586 8181 
San Nicolas: 

San Lucas Tel. 584 5119 


OTHER 


EMERGENCY 


100 

527 3140 
527 3200 
527 2900 
584 5000 
11141 
911 
115 

582 2219 


TAXI SERVICES 

Taxi Tas 587 5900 

Prof. Taxi 588 0035 

Taxi D.T.S. 587 2300 

Taxi Serv. Aruba 583 3232 
A1 Taxi Serv. 280 2828 


TRAVEL INFO 


Aruba Airport 524 2424 

American Airlines 582 2700 
Avianca 588 0059 

Jet Blue 588 2244 

Surinam 582 7896 


CRUISES 



August 25 

Freewinds 
August 27 

Freedom of the Seas 


AID FOUNDATIONS 

FAVI- Visually Impaired 
Tel. 582 5051 

Alcoholics Anonymous 
Tel. 736 2952 

Narcotics Anonymous 
Tel. 583 8989 

Women in Difficulties 
Tel. 583 5400 

Centre for Diabetes 
Tel. 524 8888 

Child Abuse Prevention 
Tel. 582 4433 

Quota Club Tel. 525 2672 


General Info 


Phone Directory Tel. 118 
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California to build largest wildlife crossing in world 



This November 2014 file photo provided by the U.S. National Park Service shows a mountain lion 
known as P-22, photographed in the Griffith Park area near downtown Los Angeles. 

Associated Press 


By CHRISTOPHER WEBER 
Associated Press 
LOS ANGELES (AP) — Like 
many urban singles, the 
mountain lion P-22 lives a 
solitary life in a too-small 
habitat. And he has a hard 
time finding a mate in the 
big city. 

Famous for traveling across 
two freeways and making 
a huge Los Angeles park 
his home, the lonesome big 
cat has become a symbol 
of the shrinking genetic di¬ 
versity of wild animals that 
must remain all but trapped 
by sprawling development 
or risk becoming roadkill. 
Hoping to fend off the ex¬ 
tinction of mountain lions 
and other species that re¬ 
quire room to roam, trans¬ 
portation officials and 
conservationists will build 
a mostly privately funded 
wildlife crossing over a 
major Southern California 
highway. It will give big 
cats, coyotes, deer, lizards, 
snakes and other creatures 
a safe route to open space 
and better access to food 
and potential mates. 

The span along U.S. 101 will 
only be the second animal 
overpass in a state where 
tunnels are more common. 
Officials say it will be the 
first of its kind near a major 
metropolis and the largest 
in the world, stretching 200 
feet (61 meters) above 10 
lanes of busy highway and 
a feeder road just 35 miles 
(56 kilometers) northwest of 
downtown LA. 

“When the freeway went 
in, it cut off an ecosystem. 
We're just now seeing im¬ 
pacts of that,” Beth Pratt of 
the National Wildlife Fed¬ 
eration told The Associated 
Press. 

Scientists tracking moun¬ 
tain lions fitted with GPS 
collars found that road¬ 
ways are largely trapping 
animals in the Santa Mon¬ 
ica Mountains, which run 


along the Malibu coast 
and across the middle of 
Los Angeles to Griffith Park, 
where P-22 settled. 

“They can’t get out of here 
to get dates, and cats 
can’t get in to get dates.... 
For those of us in LA, hav¬ 
ing a romance prospect 
quashed by traffic is some¬ 
thing we can all relate to," 
Pratt said. 

The result of that isolation, 
researchers say, is immi¬ 
nent genetic collapse for 
mountain lions. Habitat loss 
has driven the populations 
to inbreeding that could 
lead to extinction within 15 
years unless the big cats 
regularly connect with oth¬ 
er populations to increase 
their diversity, according to 
a study published this year 
by the University of Cali¬ 
fornia, Los Angeles; Univer¬ 
sity of California, Davis; and 
the National Park Service. 
The $87 million bridge last 
month entered its final de¬ 
sign phase. It's on track 
for groundbreaking within 
two years and comple¬ 


tion by 2023, according to 
engineer Sheik Moinuddin, 
project manager with the 
California Department of 
Transportation. Construc¬ 
tion will take place mostly 
at night and won't require 
any lengthy shutdowns of 
the 101 freeway, officials 
said. 

Moinuddin said Caltrans 
considers it a “special” 
project that the agency 
hopes will inspire others like 
it across the state. 

One of the reasons it's spe¬ 
cial is that 80% of the mon¬ 


ey to build it will come from 
private sources, Pratt said. 
She’s in charge of fund¬ 
raising and is using P-22 — 
“the Brad Pitt of the cougar 
world” — as the poster cat 
for the campaign. 

“He is world famous, hand¬ 
some, everybody loves 
him," she said about the 
cougar that’s been photo¬ 
graphed in his park home 
with the Hollywood sign as 
a backdrop. Despite being 
the face of the project, P-22 
is unlikely to use the bridge 
because he’s confined to 


the park many miles away. 
But many of his relatives 
could benefit, Pratt said. 
More than $13.5 million in 
private funding has already 
been raised, Pratt said. Of¬ 
ficials are considering of¬ 
fering naming rights to the 
bridge if an entity or individ¬ 
ual — perhaps a Hollywood 
studio or star — ponies up 
a significant donation, she 
said. 

The remaining 20% will 
come from public funds 
already allocated toward 
conservation projects, offi¬ 
cials said. 

Some 300,000 cars a day 
travel that stretch of the 
101 in Agoura Hills, a small 
city surrounded by a patch- 
work of protected wildland 
that the new crossing will 
connect. Residents regular¬ 
ly spot tarantulas, coyotes 
and bobcats in their yards 
and enjoy a short walk to 
hiking and biking trails that 
offer sweeping views of the 
Pacific Ocean. 

Drivers on the busy freeway 
in the Liberty Canyon area 
might do a double-take as 
they speed under a bridge 
165 feet (50 meters) wide 
with brush and trees grow¬ 
ing on top, seamlessly join¬ 
ing hillsides on both sides of 
the lanes. 

“And who knows, you 
might see an animal peek¬ 
ing over as it's crossing,” 
Pratt said. □ 
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Urgency for vaccine grows as virus 
ravages China’s pigs 



In this May 8, 2019, photo, pigs eat feed at a pig farm in 
Panggezhuang village in northern China's Hebei province. 

Associated Press 


By SAM MCNEIL and CAN- 
DICE CHOI 
Associated Press 
BEIJING (AP) — Scientists 
are working to develop 
a vaccine to help guard 
the world’s pork supply 
as a deadly virus ravages 
Asia's pig herds. 

Farmers have long con¬ 
tained its spread by quar¬ 
antining and killing infect¬ 
ed animals, but the dis¬ 
ease’s devastating march 
into East Asia is intensifying 
the search for another so¬ 
lution. 

The virus hadn't been 
considered as high a pri¬ 
ority for researchers until 
it turned up last year in 
China, home to half the 


world’s pig population, 
likely by way of Eastern 
Europe and Russia. Since 
then, it has spread to oth¬ 
er Asian countries includ¬ 
ing Vietnam and Taiwan, 
killing millions of pigs along 
the way. Though it does 
not sicken people, the dis¬ 
ease is highly contagious 


and deadly to pigs. 
“Today’s situation, where 
you have this global 
threat, puts a lot more em¬ 
phasis on this research,” 
said Dr. Luis Rodriguez, 
who leads the U.S. gov¬ 
ernment lab on foreign 
animal diseases at Plum 
Island, New York. □ 
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’ drummer still keeping time as album turns 60 



In this July 19,2009, photo provided by Giuseppe lazzolino, drummer Jimmy Cobb from the Jimmy 
Cobb Trio performs with (not seen) Massimo Farao and Paolo Benedettini at the Peperoncino Jazz 
Festival, in Catrovillari, a village in Calabria, Italy. 


‘Kind of Blue 

By DAVID SHARP 
Associated Press 

As legend has it. Miles Davis 
assembled a super group 
of jazz musicians in a New 
York studio and recorded 
a bunch of songs without 
retakes. They left Colum¬ 
bia’s 30th Street Studio hav¬ 
ing no idea that their work 
would become one of the 
best-selling jazz albums of 
all time. 

Drummer Jimmy Cobb said 
that's mostly correct. 

He recalls one song re¬ 
quired a second try. And 
while they may not have 
known they were making 
history, they understood 
they’d created a hit with 
“Kind of Blue.” 

“We knew it was pretty 
damned good,” Cobb 
joked. 

Cobb, 90, of New York, is 
the last survivor of the mu¬ 
sicians who assembled for 
“Kind of Blue” — saxophon¬ 
ists Cannonball Adderley 
and John Coltrane; pianists 
Bill Evans and Wynton Kel¬ 
ly; bassist Paul Chambers; 
and, of course, trumpeter 
Davis, and drummer Cobb. 

The album, released 60 
years ago, on Aug. 17, 
1959, captured a moment 
when jazz was transforming 
from bebop to something 
newer, cooler and less 
structured. 

On the album, Davis exper¬ 
imented with “modal jazz” 
by using simpler “modes” 


instead of traditional chord 
progressions, giving his per¬ 
formers more freedom to 
improvise on the album. 
Sound engineers captured 
the sessions, held on two 
days, with a superb hi-fi re¬ 
cording. 

Cobb grew up in Washing¬ 
ton, D.C., listening to jazz al¬ 
bums and staying up late to 
hear disc jockey Symphony 
Sid playing jazz in New York 
City before launching his 
professional career. 

He said it was Adderley 
who recommended him 
to Davis, and he ended up 


playing on several Davis re¬ 
cordings. 

He’s still making music. 

On Aug. 30, he’s releas¬ 
ing “Remembering U” with 
Japanese pianist Tadata- 
ka Unno and Italian bass¬ 
ist Paolo Benedettini, and 
guest appearances by 
saxophonist Javon Jackson 
and the late trumpeter Roy 
Hargrove. 

As for “Kind of Blue,” Cobb 
said Davis assembled musi¬ 
cians who had chemistry 
and understood what he 
required for his minimal¬ 
ist approach in the studio. 


Associated Press 

Davis craved authentic¬ 
ity and spontaneity, and 
his approach in the studio 
achieved it, Cobb said. 
Davis had some notes jot¬ 
ted down but there weren’t 
pages of sheet music. It was 
up to the improvisers to fill 
the pages. “He’d say this is 
a ballad. I want it to sound 
like it's floating. And I'd say, 
‘OK,’ and that's what it 
was," Cobb recalled. 

The full takes of the songs 
were recorded only once, 
with one exception, Cobb 
said. “Freddie Freeload¬ 
er” needed to be played 


twice because Davis didn't 
like a chord change on the 
first attempt, he said. 

The album received plenty 
of acclaim at the time, yet 
the critics, the band and 
the studio couldn’t have 
known it would enjoy such 
longevity. 

The total number of copies 
sold has surpassed 4 million. 
“It was authentic. It was 
fresh,” said Ken Cervenka, 
a trumpeter who teaches 
“The Music of Miles Davis" 
and leads several Miles Da¬ 
vis ensembles at the Berk- 
lee College of Music in Bos¬ 
ton. 

Cervenka used to listen to 
the album over and over 
when he was kid. “Even 
today, you listen to it, and 
it sounds fresh," Cervenka 
said. 

“I’ve never met anybody 
who’s heard that album 
who didn't love it." 

These days, the 30th Street 
Studio is long gone. Many 
of the nation’s legendary 
jazz greats are gone, too. 
But the music endures. 

And so does Cobb. 

Cobb still performs — with 
recent gigs at jazz festivals 
in Italy and in Maine — and 
over the years he played 
drums for Dinah Washing¬ 
ton, Billie Holiday, Pearl 
Bailey, Dizzy Gillespie and 
Sarah Vaughan, among 
others. 

“Remembering U” shows 
he still has his chops. □ 


‘America’s Got Talent' continues summer dominance for NBC 


By DAVID BAUDER 
Associated Press 
NEW YORK (AP) — “Amer¬ 
ica’s Got Talent” wasn’t 
content with just the top 
spot in the Nielsen com¬ 
pany’s rankings of the most 
popular television pro¬ 
grams last week. This time it 
took the top two. 

First place is familiar territory 
for NBC’s talent competi¬ 
tion. It has been the most- 
watched summer series for 
six straight years and the 
No. 1 alternative summer 
series for all 14 years that it 
has been on the air. 

The dominance continues 
even though the show is 
slipping in popularity, which 
is typical of most TV series 
these days. “AGT” averag¬ 


es 11.4 million viewers live 
and within a week of an 
episode’s premiere, down 
18% from last year, Nielsen 
said. 

Still, that's almost 4 mil¬ 
lion viewers more than the 
second-ranked show of the 
summer, ABC’s “Bachelor- 
ette," which had 7.5 million 
viewers within a week of its 
premiere this summer. 
“America’s Got Talent” still 
has the capacity to create 
big moments online, too. A 
clip of contestant Kodi Lee 
singing a version of “A Song 
For You" has been viewed 
nearly 432 million times on¬ 
line, NBC said. 

The summer’s ratings illus¬ 
trate how scripted series 
are fading as a factor, af¬ 



This Wednesday, Aug. 14, 2019 photo provided by NBC shows 
host Terry Crews, left, and singer Kodi Lee on the NBC television 


show, “America's Got Talent,” ii 

ter a couple of years where 
networks tried to attract 
viewers with a handful 
of new shows. Last sum¬ 
mer the second-ranked 
show was the CBS drama 
“Code Black,” with 8.8 


Los Angeles. 

Associated Press 

million viewers. The most- 
watched scripted series this 
summer has been reruns of 
CBS’ "NCIS," at 5.6 million, 
Nielsen said. 

NBC won the week in prime 
time, averaging 3.6 million 


viewers. CBS had 3.4 mil¬ 
lion, ABC had 2.9 million, 
Fox had 2.4 million, ION 
Television had 1.4 million, 
Univision had 980,000, Uni¬ 
vision had 950,000 and the 
CW had 580,000. 

Fox News Channel was 
the week’s most popular 
cable network, averaging 
2.36 million viewers in prime 
time. MSNBC had 1.54 mil¬ 
lion, HGTV had 1.2 million, 
USA had 1.13 million and 
Hallmark had 1.11 million. 
ABC’s “World News To¬ 
night” topped the evening 
newscasts with an average 
of 8 million viewers. NBC's 
“Nightly News" was sec¬ 
ond with 7.2 million and the 
“CBS Evening News” had 5 
million viewers.Q 
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This image released by Amazon Studios shows Jillian Bell, who 
plays Brittany in the film “Brittany Runs a Marathon,” directed by 
Paul Downs Colaizzo. 

Associated Press 
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In ‘Brittany Runs a Marathon,’ a 
breakout for Bell 


By JAKE COYLE 
Associated Press 

Getting in shape and put¬ 
ting your life together usu¬ 
ally, at the movies, pass¬ 
es in a montage. But for 
many, the non-Rocky le¬ 
gions of us, such transfor¬ 
mations require more than 
inspiring theme music and 
lifting weights in the snow. 
And for the Brittany (Jillian 
Bell) of “Brittany Runs a 
Marathon,” that’s especial¬ 
ly true. Brittany is an aimless 
and broke 20-something 
in New York who's startled 
when her attempt to pry an 
Adderall prescription from 
a doctor (Patch Darragh) 
turns into a recommenda¬ 
tion to improve her body 
mass index. He suggests she 
changes her hard-drinking 
lifestyle and lose about 50 
pounds. 

After a moment, Brittany 
gets over her initial offense 
and, after perusing humble¬ 
bragging Instagram posts 
that only increase her self- 
loathing, Brittany decides 
to go for a run. She starts 
with one city block. She 
eventually sets her sights on 


26.2 miles. Along the way, 
she confronts her body im¬ 
age anxieties, makes new 
friends and turns into a 
young, professional adult. 
The plot, by writer-director 
Paul Downs Colaizzo in his 
feature-film debut, might 
sound like the kind of hokey 
motivational story that only 
a proselytizing jogger or a 
sneaker clerk would dream 
up. And some might under¬ 
standably turn their nose 
up at a movie that increas¬ 
ingly equates exercise with 
righteousness. 

Not all self-renewal comes 
via a pair of New Balanc¬ 
es, but it does the trick for 
some, and part of the fun 
of “Brittany Runs a Mara¬ 
thon” is how diametrically 
opposed Brittany initially is 
to the idea. She snarls at her 
fit neighbor (Michaela Wat¬ 
kins), cursing her as “Money 
Bags Martha" even though 
her name is Catherine. 
Faced with the exorbitant 
fees of a gym membership, 
she subtly disarms an entire 
industry by reminding the 
salesman that, you know, 
going for a run outside is $0. 


Really, the main reason to 
see “Brittany Runs a Mara¬ 
thon” is Bell. A former “Sat¬ 
urday Night Life” writer, 
she's regularly been a bit 
player in comedies like 
“Office Christmas Party" 
and “22 Jump Street,” but 
this is her first lead role, and 
she’s stellar in it. Her perfor¬ 
mance is a deeply layered 
one, rendering Brittany a 
very human concoction of 
sarcasm and bitterness: a 
young woman in search of 
her sense of self-worth. 
Running is only part of Brit¬ 
tany’s path toward getting 
there, and Colaizzo steers 
his protagonist through a 
makeover much more in¬ 
terior than exterior. It takes 
some likable digressions, 
too, roping in unconven¬ 
tional supporting players. 
Utkarsh Ambudkar excels 
as Jern, Brittany’s unex¬ 
pected colleague in an en¬ 
viable dog-sitting gig. Lil Rel 
Howery, who gives every 
film he's a part of a boost, 
is around occasionally as a 
brother-in-law. Micah Stock 
also makes an impression 
as a jogging pal..Q 


‘The Escape Room’ looks at 
the dark side of ambition 


By OLINE H. COGDILL 
Associated Press 

“The Escape Room: a 
Novel" (St. Martin's Press), 
by Megan Goldin 
Team building exercises 
meant to foster coopera¬ 
tion, loyalty and critical 
thinking are often just an 
irritating waste of time 
that causes resentment, 
backbiting and gossip. 
At least that's the experi¬ 
ence of four investment 
bankers who work for the 
Wall Street firm of Stan¬ 
hope and Sons in Megan 
Goldin’s claustrophobi- 
cally tense debut, “The Es¬ 
cape Room,” which looks 
at the dark side of ambi¬ 
tion when work is all-con¬ 
suming. 

Vincent, Jules, Sylvie and 
Sam work long hours, sac¬ 
rificing personal time and 
relationships for their jobs. 
They are committed to a 
“long, heady love affair 


with greed,” even if it kills 
them, and it’s fitting that 
the last names of these 
three men and one wom¬ 
an are seldom mentioned 
in the novel. 

Despite that “love af¬ 
fair,” they are perturbed 
at being summoned on a 
Friday night to a compul¬ 
sory team-building session. 
They will participate in an 
escape-room challenge 
in a remote office high-rise 
building in the final stag¬ 
es of construction in the 
South Bronx. At best, they 
hate each other and are 
consumed by the stress of 
looming layoffs after losing 
two major accounts. They 
are plunged into darkness 
as the elevator zooms and 
stalls at the 70th floor, un¬ 
able to be opened. 

As clues for an escape 
appear and disappear 
on the electronic board, 
each character’s ruthless 
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This cover image released by 
St. Martin’s Press shows “The 
Escape Room,” a novel by 
Megan Goldin. 

Associated Press 
personality and amorality 
take center stage. These 
are cruel people who are 
not above violence to 
achieve what they want. 
As the claustrophobic el¬ 
evator becomes more in¬ 
tense, “The Escape Room” 
alternates to the story of 
Sara Hall, the firm’s brilliant 
new hire whose career 
didn’t end well and who 
hadn’t earned the others’ 
respect.Q 
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Brian Austin Green would’ve skipped straight ‘90210’ reboot 


By ALICIA RANCILIO 
ASSOCIATED PRESS 
NEW YORK (AP) — Brian Aus¬ 
tin Green says if Tori Spelling, 
Jennie Garth and the other 
creators of “BH90210,” had 
approached him with a 
standard reboot of the 90s 
drama, he would’ve said 
no. 

“I played David Silver for 10 
years and that was enough 
for me, and they told me 
this idea and I liked the 
fact that I could go back 
and play David sort of. But 
I could also play this new 
character that I created 
and got to have fun with,” 
Green said. 

In the six episodes of 
“BH90210 ,” the cast plays 
exaggerated versions of 
themselves as they come 
together to reboot “Beverly 
Hills, 90210." 

“I think the idea is amaz¬ 
ing,” Green said. “I figured 
it would be fun and it was 
one of those things where 
either the fans are gonna 
like it, or they're not. And 
we can’t make the show 
just based purely on what 
they want because if all 
they want is a straight re¬ 
boot, the cast isn't gonna 
give them that.” 

Luke Perry, a member of the 
original cast, died in March 
after a massive stroke. 

In a recent interview, Green 
talked about reteaming 
with his co-stars after nearly 
two decades. 

AP: “BH90210” pokes fun 
at tabloid stories or stereo¬ 
types about your real lives 
— like Tori Spelling has debt 
issues and films multiple 



Brian Austin Green poses for a portrait at The Associated Press on Tuesday, Aug. 13, 2019, in New 
York City. 

Associated Press 


reality shows and Jennie 
Garth has had failed mar¬ 
riages. Did that appeal to 
you? 

Green: It was really impor¬ 
tant to come up with the 
right character stuff where 
we could do that. Like, for 
me, being married, obvi¬ 
ously my wife (actress Me¬ 
gan Fox) and I have a lot of 
paparazzi stuff and tabloid 
stuff. So it was about for me 
coming up with a character 
where we could still have 
fun and people wouldn’t 
look at it and compare the 
two. They wouldn’t think 
like, ‘Oh, well is this some¬ 
thing that Brian and Megan 
are really dealing with?' It 
gave us freedom to have 
fun and joke around and 
have fun with it, but I think 
everybody's done a real 
good job of finding the 


things they think are funny 
and then finding the things 
that come from either real 
stories that they’ve had or 
things they’ve imagined 
could happen. 

AP: What’s it like reuniting 
with these people profes¬ 
sionally that you worked 
with from when you were 
age 17 to 27? 

Green: We have an amaz¬ 
ing sort of chemistry with 
each other because we’ve 
done the show for as long 
as we have, but at the 
same time we have sort of 
a new chemistry and a new 
bond that forms because 
we have so much more in 
common now than we did 
before. 

So, like Jay (Jason Priestly) 
and I can talk about being 
married and having kids 
and I can do that with a lot 


of the people and so you 
have the sort of memories 
of you jump right back in 
with like, oh this is what it 
was like to be around this 
person or that person. You 
have that, but you have so 
much more now to con¬ 
nect about than we did 
before. 

AP: Shannen Doherty 

signed on to the show later 
than the rest of you. Are 
you glad she decided to 
join? 

Green: “To me, the show 
only worked if it was the 
original cast doing it and 
she was a huge part in 
what made the show what 
it was and so was Luke (Per¬ 
ry). You know, I always had 
this hope of, I knew he was 
busy doing ‘Riverdale’ and 
that he wasn't gonna be 
able to sign on and do the 


reboot, but I always had in 
the back of my mind that 
he would be able to come 
and at least do one and I 
always hoped, if nothing 
else that it would work out 
that way with Shan (Shan¬ 
nen Doherty) too where 
she would come and do 
one or two. So, it was re¬ 
ally nice that she ended up 
signing on and doing all six. 
I think she was a big part of 
the show then and she's a 
big part of the show now." 
AP: The first episode had 
a few moments that were 
tributes to Luke. Was it hard 
to decide how exactly to 
do that? 

Green: Everyone mourns 
in their own way. Some 
people talk about it more 
than others, some people 
post about it, some people 
don’t. That’s such an indi¬ 
vidual process mourning 
the loss of somebody. How 
do you really deal with that 
on a television show? You 
can’t. You pay homage 
to it and you show respect 
for it in a way where you 
don’t feel you’re being dis¬ 
respectful. It's something 
where we as a cast and as 
a people, we towed that 
line very carefully. It’s a re¬ 
ally fine line for us. 

AP: And it must be very 
strange to mourn with the 
world watching. 

Green: The public eye has 
changed so much. Back 
when we did the show, 
there was no social media 
so the world has changed, 
the climate has changed. 
It’s weird to update the 
mourning for the climate 
that exists now.Q 


Christie Brinkley, Sean Spicer make ‘Dancing with the Stars’ 


Associated Press 
NEW YORK (AP) — Christie 
Brinkley, Hannah Brown of 
“The Bachelorette” and 
former White House press 
secretary Sean Spicer are 
among the contestants on 
the next season of “Danc¬ 
ing with the Stars” — but 
not everyone is happy with 
the list. 

ABC announced the ce¬ 
lebrity lineup Wednesday 
for season 28 on “Good 
Morning America.” The 
season kicks off Sept. 16. 
Spicer quit as press secre¬ 


tary just six months into Pres¬ 
ident Donald Trump’s presi¬ 
dency. He had a conten¬ 
tious relationship with the 
press and is remembered 
for his ridiculed statement 
that the president's inaugu¬ 
ration was the most widely 
seen in history. 

Spicer’s addition appar¬ 
ently didn't go down well 
with co-host Tom Bergeron, 
who tweeted that he earli¬ 
er told producers he hoped 
the new season would be a 
“joyful respite from our ex¬ 
hausting political climate” 


and urged them not have 
any “divisive bookings.” 
Producers apparently dis¬ 
agreed. “We can agree to 
disagree, as we do now, 
but ultimately it's their call,” 
Bergeron wrote. 

The show’s lineup also in¬ 
cludes Lauren Alaina, Ally 
Brooke, and Mary Wilson 
and athletes Lamar Odom 
and Ray Lewis. 

Kate Flannery, Karamo 
Brown, Kel Mitchell and 
James Van Der Beek round 
out the list of celebrity 
dancers. □ 



In this Jan. 29,2019, file photo, model Christie Brinkley participates 
in the BUILD Speaker Series to discuss the “Milestones of Me” 
campaign at AOL Studios in New York. 

Associated Press 
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Moon rock hunter closes in on tracking down missing stones 



In this Wednesday, Aug. 21, 2019, photo, shows moon rocks encased in acrylic and mounted on 
a wooden plaque at the Clark Planetarium, in Salt Lake City. 


By LINDSAY WHITEHURST 

Associated Press 

SALT LAKE CITY (AP) — A 

strange thing happened 
after Neil Armstrong and 
the Apollo 11 crew returned 
from the moon with lunar 
rocks: Many of the memen¬ 
tos given to every U.S. state 
vanished. Now, after years 
of sleuthing, a former NASA 
investigator is closing in 
on his goal of locating the 
whereabouts of all 50. 

In recent weeks, two of the 
rocks that disappeared af¬ 
ter the 1969 mission were 
located in Louisiana and 
Utah, leaving only New 
York and Delaware with 
unaccounted-for souvenirs. 
Attorney and moon rock 
hunter Joseph Gutheinz 
says it “blows his mind," that 
the rocks were not care¬ 
fully chronicled and saved 
by some of the states that 
received them. But he is 
hopeful the last two can 
be located before the 50th 
anniversary of the Apollo 11 
mission next summer. 

“It’s a tangible piece of 
history,” he said. “Neil Arm¬ 
strong’s first mission ... was 
to reach down and grab 
some rocks and dust in 
case they needed to make 
an emergency takeoff.” 
President Richard Nixon’s 
administration presented 
the tiny lunar samples to 
all 50 states and 135 coun¬ 
tries, but few were officially 
recorded and most disap¬ 
peared, Gutheinz said. 
Each state got a tiny sam¬ 
ple encased in acrylic and 
mounted on a wooden 
plaque, along with the 


state flag. Some were 
placed in museums, while 
others went on display in 
state capitols. But almost 
no state entered them 
into archival records, and 
Gutheinz said many lost 
track of them. 

When Gutheinz started 
leading the effort to find 
them in 2002, he estimates 
40 states had lost track of 
the rocks. 

“I think part of it was, we 
honestly believed that go¬ 
ing back to the moon was 
going to be a regular oc¬ 
currence,” Gutheinz said. 
But there were only five 
more journeys before the 
last manned moon land¬ 
ing, Apollo 17, in 1972. 


Of the Apollo 11 rocks 
given to other countries, 
about 70 percent remain 
unaccounted for, he said. 
The U.S. government also 
sent out a second set of 
goodwill moon rocks to the 
states and other nations 
after the Apollo 17 mission, 
and many of those are 
missing as well, he said. 
NASA did not track their 
whereabouts after giving 
them to the Nixon adminis¬ 
tration for distribution, said 
chief historian Bill Barry, but 
added the space agency 
would be happy to see 
them located. 

Gutheinz began his career 
as an investigator for NASA, 
where he found illicit sellers 


Associated Press 

asking millions for rocks on 
the black market. Authen¬ 
tic moon rocks are con¬ 
sidered national treasures 
and cannot legally be sold 
in the U.S., he said. 

He became aware while 
at NASA that the gifts to 
the states were missing, but 
only began his hunt after 
leaving the agency. 

Now a lawyer in the Hous¬ 
ton area, he's also a col¬ 
lege instructor who's enlist¬ 
ed the help of his students. 
The record their findings of 
the whereabouts of the dis¬ 
covered moon gems in a 
database. 

Many of the Apollo 11 
rocks have turned up in 
some unexpected places: 


with ex-governors in West 
Virginia and Colorado, in 
a military-artifact storage 
building in Minnesota and 
with a former crab boat 
captain from TV’s “Deadli¬ 
est Catch” in Alaska. 

In New York, officials that 
oversee the state museum 
have no record of that 
state's Apollo 11 rock. In 
Delaware, the sample was 
stolen from its state muse¬ 
um on Sept. 22, 1977. Police 
were contacted, but it was 
never found. 

The U.S. Virgin Islands ter¬ 
ritory, meanwhile, cannot 
confirm that they ever re¬ 
ceived a goodwill rock, 
though the University of the 
Virgin Islands later received 
Apollo 11 rocks for scientific 
research, said chief conser¬ 
vator Julio Encarnacion III. 
In other states, though 
Gutheinz has recently hit 
paydirt. The Advocate 
newspaper in Baton Rouge 
located Louisiana’s Apol¬ 
lo 11 moon rock in early 
August after a call from 
Gutheinz. 

In Utah, the division of state 
history had no record of the 
sample, but The Associated 
Press confirmed it was in 
storage at Salt Lake City's 
Clark Planetarium. 

Officials there may bring it 
out as part of celebrations 
recognizing the Apollo 
11 anniversary next year, 
something Gutheinz hopes 
to see everywhere. 

“The people of the world 
deserve this,” he said. “They 
deserve to see something 
that our astronauts accom¬ 
plished and be a part it.”Q 



In this Wednesday, Aug. 21,2019, photo, Lindsie Smit holds moon 
rocks encased in acrylic and mounted on a wooden plaque at 
the Clark Planetarium, in Salt Lake City. 



This Wednesday, Aug. 21, 2019, photo shows a plate mounted on a wooden plaque that holds 
moon rocks encased in acrylic at the Clark Planetarium, in Salt Lake City. 


Associated Press 


Associated Press 











